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SCHOOL POINTES
Good news from the Grosse Pointe Public School System

During the month of February, we join the nation in celebrating the achievements and contributions that

career and technical education (CTE) programs provide in preparing students for high-skill, high-wage,

and in-demand careers. Through Career & Technical Education programs (formerly known as Vocational

Education), all Grosse Pointe students have the opportunity to acquire skills that prepare them for

successful career entry and/or continuing education. These skills are transferable as well as job-specific

and basic to students’ general education, providing them with the foundation for life-long learning. The

mission of Grosse Pointe Schools Career and Technical Education Program is to empower all students to

be successful citizens, employees, life-long learners and leaders in a global economy.

The primary objectives for Grosse Pointe Schools Career and Technical Education (CTE) Programs are:

To give students the specific skills needed for job-entry positions and broad transferable skills,

allowing students further employment/education flexibility.

To create an awareness of the structure and future trends within high-demand, high-skill, and high-

wage industries to increase each student’s options for career choices as well as providing a

foundation for post-secondary education.

To provide both school and work-based learning experiences. 

To bridge the gap between education and the world of work.

CTE programs must include classroom and laboratory experiences, work-based experiences, and

competency-based instruction aligned with state level program standards.

Career Technical Education (CTE) in Grosse Pointe Public Schools provides students of all ages with the

academic and technical skills, knowledge and training necessary to succeed in future careers and to

become lifelong learners. CTE programs offer students a sequence of courses that provide rigorous

content aligned with challenging academic standards as well as relevant technical knowledge and skills

needed to prepare students for both further education and careers in current or emerging professions.

These programs often include an industry-recognized credential, a certificate, and articulated college

credit.

Grosse Pointe Schools have a vivacious commitment to all our academic programs and our CTE program

is no exception. Grosse Pointe high schools proudly offer tremendous opportunities for college and

career bound students and we are continually expanding all programs to meet the demand of our local

and global economy. CTE class offerings are at the forefront of the diverse course offerings only available

to Grosse Pointe students.

Go GPPSS,

Andrea Tuttle

SAVE THE DATE

Calendar Items:

3/7 International Festival

3/25-29 Spring Break

5/27 Memorial Day, No School

6/3 North Graduation

6/5 South Graduation

6/14 Last Day of School

For times, locations and ticket

information, visit gpschools.org

 and click Calendar. 
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Grosse Pointe Magazine is published six times a year by Pointe Media 
Incorporated, 14950 E. Jefferson, Grosse Pointe Park, MI 48230. Phone: 
(313) 640-8955; email: publisher@grossepointemagazine.com. Grosse Pointe 
Magazine reserves the right to reject any advertising. Copyright 2024 Pointe 
Media Incorporated. Complimentary delivery to all Grosse Pointe homes. $25/
year subscriptions available for non-Grosse Pointe and nonresidential addresses.
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Where in the Pointes?
Where in the Pointes is this? On 
Monday, March 18, we will ask this 
question on our Facebook wall. The 
first person to comment with the 
correct answer will win a family 
pass to African Safari Wildlife Park. 
Participants MUST wait for the 
question to be posted by Pointe 
Magazine. Good luck! (Last issue: 
Central Branch, GPPL)

To find us on Facebook, search “Grosse Pointe Magazine”
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THE ONE PLACE TO TURN WHEN YOU 
DON’T KNOW WHERE ELSE TO GO.

Life has a way of going on, whether we feel ready for its next phase 
or not. At The Helm, we’re dedicated to helping you find solutions 
for the expected, unexpected and everything in between. When you 
visit us in person or online, you’ll find resources made available 
through events, clinics, a trusted referral network and much more. 
We can even help you get connected to Meals on Wheels, 
transportation assistance and support groups. No matter 
what your circle may look like today, we’re here to make 
sure you’re surrounded by support for tomorrow.

VISIT: HELMLIFE.ORG

(313) 882-9600

The Helm 
158 Ridge Road 
Grosse Pointe Farms

LIFE’S A JOURNEY.  
FIND YOUR WAY.

• Chore assistance
• Meals on Wheels
• Medicare counseling
• Transportation Assistance 
• Medical loan closet
• Caregiver referrals
• Wellness checks
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on pointe

John Minnis 
Publisher

On the road again!

magazine

Pointe
Lauren McGregor
Editor

Lauren
P

A s I write this, we are only five days (or “sleeps” 
as our nieces and nephew used to say) from 
departure for Detroit Tigers Spring Training in 

Lakeland, Fla. Our suitcases are already packed, just awaiting 
our overnight travel bags.

For those who don’t know, we always drive. When we were 
younger, we could make the drive in two days with just one 
night stay “on the road.” Now, depending on how early a start 
we get, it can be two or three nights’ stays. If we get a late start, 
we usually stop in Florence, Ky., just below Cincinnati, and 
have dinner with my brother and his family.

We prefer to leave Grosse Pointe Woods before noon, getting 
us as far as Lexington, Ky., before stopping for the night. We 
like to get to the other side of Atlanta and past Macon, Ga., 
before stopping for our second night on the road. 

If we are running late, we will stop in Marietta, Ga., just 
north of Atlanta. (A consolation prize for running late and 
staying in Marietta is going to Pappadeaux, the best New 
Orleans seafood restaurant in the world!) The next day, we 
try to get up early to get through Atlanta as soon as possible. 
Going through Atlanta is like running the gauntlet. There is no 
good way through it or around. It is a punishment that has to 
be endured. 

In the olden days, we would drive to Orlando from northern 
Georgia. Nowadays, we stop in The Villages, Fla., which we 
hope to make our winter home someday. We will spend a few 
days in The Villages, touring open houses and enjoying the 
lifestyle. Then it is on to Orlando, our home base during Spring 
Training. Can’t wait! Go Tigers!

We hope you enjoy this issue of Pointe Magazine. As always, 
remember to patronize our many loyal advertisers, without 
whom this magazine would not be possible. Be sure to tell 
them you saw them in Pointe Magazine!

See you around the Pointe when we get back!

John
P

Sign up to receive Grosse Pointe 
Magazine via U.S. mail when available. 
Scan the QR code at left and sign up!

I n every March-April issue, we highlight weddings 
in the Pointes. This year, we share an engagement 
story featuring a photo session at Ford House 
and in The Village, a wedding that took place at 

Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Church with a reception at 
Assumption Cultural Center, romantic wedding hairstyles from 
Skye Salon, ring picks from Ahee Jewelers and private event 
details for bookings at The War Memorial and Ford House.

I can’t help but recall my own special day 12 years ago. Corey 
and I had a June wedding at St. Jane Frances de Chantal with a 
reception at the Hunt Club in Grosse Pointe Woods. 

This last December, I drove by Grosse Pointe Equestrian 
as the excavator tore through the roof of the old clubhouse. I 
couldn’t help but pull over, walk up and take a few photos as 
the two-story interior was newly exposed to the elements. There 
was the room where we swayed to “Make You Feel My Love,” 
where several now deceased family members danced, another 
room where we displayed a dessert table featuring French 
macarons and Scottish shortbread to represent where we would 
honeymoon, the upstairs lounge where we escaped for a few 
minutes, deliriously tired.

The clubhouse is also where, years ago, I enjoyed many an 
after-work dinner with our publisher and my aunt and uncle, 
Terry and John. I can remember Chef Frank popping out of 
the kitchen each time we dined to get our feedback on the food 
and to tell us the subject of his next magazine column. I also 
remember the warm greetings from regulars like the McNeills.

More happily, the grounds will be put to use for the horses. 
I love to walk up to the fence with my children and watch 
them wave to the enormous animals. It was also where my 
grandmother, who passed away last year, and I would walk 
when the trees lining the driveway were in springtime bloom. 
Those blossoms will be back soon and I’ll take that walk with 
my children. Farewell to the Hunt Club clubhouse. And thank 
you for the memories.

I imagine all of the lifelong memories being made from 
moments we share in these pages. I hope you enjoy reading and 
are inspired to reminisce about your own happy day.
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When it’s time to sell,  
call your neighbor Beline.

(313) 343-0100
Beline@Beline.com 

www.Beline.com

Beline Obeid, Broker/Owner 

19846 Mack Avenue 
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

It takes a neighbor 
to know the  
neighborhood.

Feb. 24—A pril  27

PRESENTED IN PARTNERSHIP:

 Freedom Freedom  
      ConfirmedConfirmed
 Freedom 
   ConfirmedConfirmed

LorenzoCulturalCenter.com 
44575 Garfield Road, Clinton Township, MI 48038

LEARN MORE:

Exhibit & 
Program 
Series
Complete with 
presentations, 
artifacts and 
displays, this 
exhibit will inspire 
and educate 
visitors about 
Abraham Lincoln’s 
role in the Civil 
War and the key 
events that 
shaped American 
democracy  
and rights.

SPONSORED BY:
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By Karen Kaled 

box stores.”
For those who cannot attend the sale or would 

prefer to pre-order, a link will be available on 
the Grosse Pointe Woods website for submission 
April 9-24. Order pick up is May 9, 3 p.m. to 7 
p.m., at City Hall. Orders that are $250 and over 
may receive free home delivery.

When asked when she will start thinking about 
and planning for the milestone 50th Flower Sale, 
Arslanian says, “It’s something we always are 
thinking about. We’re always planning ahead. 
The seed is planted somewhere in your brain.” 
Spoken like a true gardener. 

Grosse Pointe Woods

Flower Sale

Photos by Lauren McGregor

W inter weary Pointers can take comfort 
in the fact that they can soon trade in 
warm mittens for gardening gloves. 

The Grosse Pointe Woods 49th Annual Flower Sale 
will take place Friday, May 10, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and Saturday, May 11, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on the lawn 
of the Robert E. Novitke Municipal Center. 

The annual sale, held by the Beautification 
Advisory Commission (BAC), is a spring shopping 
favorite, proven by selling out the past three years. 
Conveniently held on Mother’s Day weekend, it is 
the solution to gift giving quandaries.

“We have patio pots, hanging baskets, flats 
of annuals, perennials, selected vegetables, the 
sought after compost that we get every year that 
people love… and one-of-kind specialty items!” 
says Gloria Arslanian, BAC member and Flower 
Sale co-chair.

Last year was the first year the Flower Sale 
featured tile making. On Saturday, Grosse Pointe 
North honor students will be on hand to assist little 
artists who want to create a personalized tile for 
Mother’s Day gifting. 

Between the variety of offerings and the easy 
location and parking, the shopping experience is 
a breeze. What makes it even easier is that “we 
have people that will help,” says Arslanian. “A 
lot of hardworking people will get those flowers 
and put them in your trunk and give you that 
individualized attention that you don’t get at big 

in bloomin bloom
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pointe caregiver

A s the warmer weather 
begins to emerge, it’s the 
perfect time for seniors to 

embrace the outdoors and enjoy the 
numerous health 
benefits that come 
with it. Engaging in 
outdoor activities 
during springtime 
not only promotes 
physical fitness but 
also contributes to the 
overall well-being of 
our senior population.

Increased mobility is a key advantage 
of outdoor activities for seniors. 
From leisurely walks in the park to 
gardening or yoga, these activities can 
help improve strength, flexibility and 
balance, reducing the risk of falls and 
related injuries. Furthermore, exposure 
to natural sunlight allows the body to 
produce vitamin D, which is essential for 
maintaining healthy bones and muscles, 
aiding in the prevention of osteoporosis 
and fractures.

Moreover, the sense of independence 
and freedom that comes with being 
outdoors can significantly improve 
mental and emotional health. Outdoor 
activities and connecting with nature 
can lead to reduced stress, anxiety and 
depression. The stimulation of the senses 
through exposure to nature’s sights, 
sounds and smells can also enhance 
cognitive function and overall mood.

Additionally, outdoor activities 
promote better cardiovascular health, 
sleep and strengthen the immune 
system, contributing to a higher quality 
of life for seniors.

As the spring arrives, let us encourage 
our seniors to take advantage of what the 
season has to offer. By fostering mobility, 
independence and overall well-being, we 
can help our seniors lead healthier and 
more fulfilling lives.

Ronda Maniaci is a Certified Senior 
Advisor and owner of Comfort Care. 
Ronda can be reached at (313) 881-3390 
or Ronda@comfortcarehomecare.com.

By Ronda Maniaci

Warmer weather, 
better health

18150 Mack Avenue • Grosse Pointe
313-881-3390 • www.ComfortCareHomeCare.com

Family-Owned by Grosse Pointe Residents
Bonded and Insured

Daily Care • Occasional Care • 24/7 Care
Customized Hours According to Your Needs

• Meal Preparation
• Medication Assistance
• Mobility Assistance
• Errands & Transportation

• Companionship
• Personal Care
• Housekeeping
• Laundry

Any age or stage of life

• Seniors • New moms • Disabled
• Recovering patients • Auto injuries

• Workman’s Comp • Hospice assistance

INCORPORATED

Family Owned by Grosse Pointe Residents
www.comfortcarehomecare.com

313-881-3390

Bonded & Insured 
18150 Mack Avenue • Grosse Pointe

• Seniors • New moms 
• Recovering patients • Disabled 
• Hospice Assistance • Auto injuries
	 •	Workmans	Comp

Since 2005
“Where Our Family Cares For Your Family”

Any age, or stage of life

• Companionship 
• Personal Care 
• Housekeeping and Laundry  

• Meal Preparation 
• Medication Assistance 
• Mobility Assistance

• Errands and Transportation

Daily	Care	•	Occasional	Care	•	24/7	Care 
Customized	Hours	According	to	Your	Needs

INCORPORATED

Family Owned by Grosse Pointe Residents
www.comfortcarehomecare.com

313-881-3390

Bonded & Insured 
18150 Mack Avenue • Grosse Pointe

• Seniors • New moms 
• Recovering patients • Disabled 
• Hospice Assistance • Auto injuries
	 •	Workmans	Comp

Since 2005
“Where Our Family Cares For Your Family”

Any age, or stage of life

• Companionship 
• Personal Care 
• Housekeeping and Laundry  

• Meal Preparation 
• Medication Assistance 
• Mobility Assistance

• Errands and Transportation

Daily	Care	•	Occasional	Care	•	24/7	Care 
Customized	Hours	According	to	Your	Needs

INCORPORATED

Family Owned by Grosse Pointe Residents 
Pete and Ronda Maniaci

www.comfortcarehomecare.com

313-881-3390
Bonded & Insured 

18150 Mack Avenue • Grosse Pointe

• Seniors • New moms 
• Recovering patients • Disabled 
• Hospice Assistance • Auto injuries
	 •	Workmans	Comp

•	Companionship 
•	 Personal	Care 
•	Housekeeping	and	Laundry	 

• Meal Preparation 
• Medication Assistance 
•	Mobility	Assistance

• Errands and Transportation

Since 2005
Daily	Care	•	Occasional	Care	•	24/7	Care 

Customized	Hours	According	to	Your	Needs

Any	age,	or	stage	of	life

“Where Our Family Cares For Your Family”
“Where Our Family 

Cares For Your Family”
SINCE 2005

Get started at schwab.com/grossepointe

Need personalized  
financial guidance? 
Talk to Kyle.

© 2024 Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. (“Schwab”) Member SIPC. All rights reserved. (1121-1JG7) SCH11722-46 (1/24)

Kyle Hecht
Branch Leader
20879 Mack Avenue 
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236 
313-743-0433

Kyle is qualified, supported by Schwab, and 
dedicated to seeing things through your eyes to 
craft a plan based on your unique goals. When  
you work with him, there’s no time limit and no 
script. He’ll do everything he can to help meet  
your financial needs.

 
With him, it’s personal.



12 M A R C H - A P R I L  2 0 2 4    |    G R O S S E  P O I N T E  M A G A Z I N E

pointe feature

P

F or 75 years, 
Aitken & Ormond 
Insurance, Inc. 

has been a family owned 
and operated independent 
insurance agency, guided by a 
family first philosophy. 

“A lot of companies don’t 
make it to 75 years. We’ve 
enjoyed what we’re doing and 
being part of the community,” 
says second-generation owner 
and President Dan Aitken, who 
joined his father’s business 
after serving in the Army. 
“We strive to make sure our 
customers are happy. They get 
personalized service. We know 
their names. They aren’t just a 
number to us.”

The ‘family first’ approach of Aitken & 
Ormond is evident in Dan’s steadfast rule: 
“We will always answer the phone. There 
will never be an automated prompt when 
you call.”

“We aren’t just selling insurance. We 
are building long 
lasting relationships 
with customers. We 
remember details 
and reach out 
about appropriate 
insurance at every 
milestone,” says 
Vice President 
Katelyn Aitken-
Meyer. “We want to support our 
customers throughout life.”

This exemplary service harkens back to 
December 1948, when John Aitken and 
Ray Ormond founded Aitken & Ormond 
Insurance, Inc. in Detroit. Little did 
Aitken know that his son, Dan, and his 
granddaughters, Kelly and Katelyn, would 
continue the family’s legacy. 

“My family has been in the community 
since my grandparents moved here over 
75 years ago,” says Vice President Kelly 
Aitken-Gwinnell. “I’m very proud of the 

relationships we have with customers and 
businesses.”

When it comes to something as 
important as insurance, Kelly stresses the 
need to work with an agency that has an 
in-depth knowledge of multiple insurance 
products, companies and guidelines. 

Unlike a captive or direct 
insurance company, Aitken 
& Ormond Insurance is 
an independent insurance 
agency. They work 
with various insurance 
companies to find the 
best fit for your insurance 
needs.

Katelyn agrees, “We’re 
comparing more than price. We compare 
coverage options, bundle packages, look 
for discounts. We meet the needs of our 
customers while taking into account 
their family and history. Our 
goal is to be their trusted 
insurance advisor.”

“With us, you have 
options,” says Kelly. “And we 
always answer the phone. A 
lot of the calls we receive start 
off with ‘what should I do?’ 
and we have those harder 

conversations.”
For example, when drivers find 

themselves in a traffic emergency, 
there is a good chance that it will 
be Kelly answering the call. 

“When there is a problem, we 
will find the solution,” says Kelly. 

She will never forget the great 
flood of the Pointes. Kelly was 
on the phone around the clock, 
aiding Grosse Pointe clients.

“Our office flooded as well,” 
says Dan. “We knew what the 
community was going through.”

Through trials like the flood, the 
agency has evolved to meet the 
needs of its customers. “We keep 
alive our tradition of relationship 
building while also improving 

our technology and processes so that our 
customer service is at the highest caliber,” 
says Katelyn. It’s all a part of the legacy 
the third generation at Aitken & Ormond 
continues to build.

“My sister and I are trying to uphold the 
legacy of both my father and grandfather 
and to keep this agency going for at least 
100 years,” says Katelyn.

Working for family, Kelly says, “is the 
best and hardest thing I’ve ever done. It 
is about wanting my dad and grandfather 
to know they can trust us, and that they 
would be proud of the legacy.”

“After celebrating our 75th 
anniversary,” says Dan, “it’s my hope that 
Kelly and Katelyn will be here to celebrate 
its 100th anniversary.”

Aitken & Ormond 
Insurance, Inc. 
celebrates 75 years

“We strive to make 
sure our customers are 
happy. ... We know their 
names. They aren’t just 

a number to us.”

By Lauren McGregor

Above, Katelyn Aitken-Meyer, Dan Aitken 
and Kelly Aitken-Gwinnell

Following the agency’s founding in Detroit, new 
offices popped up in New Baltimore, Eastpointe, Grosse 
Pointe and St. Clair. Agency growth continued over 
the decades. The Eastpointe office expanded to Sterling 
Heights before moving to New Baltimore in 2008. 
Today, Aitken & Ormond Insurance Inc. operates offices 
in New Baltimore, Grosse Pointe and St. Clair. The 
Grosse Pointe office is located at 710 Notre Dame St. #1.
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Located on the Nautical Mile, along the banks of beautiful Lake St.
Clair, is the office of Dr. Brian J. Hunt, who has been practicing

dentistry for 25 years. His practice prides itself on individual patient
service and comfort. “Each patient is unique, with their own needs and
concerns. I take the time to listen to, and individually address, each of
their issues. This one-on-one approach helps me produce the excellent
results each patient expects and deserves,” Dr. Hunt says. In his chair,
Dr. Hunt’s patients receive the highest quality cosmetic and general
dentistry available.
Dr. Hunt believes this is a very exciting time to be a dentist. “There are
several new techniques available for smile-enhancement, and there’s
no reason for a patient to be anything but delighted with their smile,” he
says. Dr. Hunt is quick to point out that achieving Top Dentist recognition
is a team effort. With the help of his experienced and dedicated
staff, and a highly skilled group of specialists, he is able to successfully
transform smiles and restore dental health.
“I value each patient as a personal friend, appreciate the confidence
they have in my ability, and am thankful for the support they have afforded
me over the years,” Dr. Hunt says. During these difficult economic
times, Dr. Hunt reassures his patients that his office doors will
always be open to them, regardless of their current employment status
or financial situation.

Brian J. Hunt, D.D.S.
24641 E. Jefferson Ave., St. Clair Shores, MI 48080

586-772-7373
www.brianjhuntdds.com

Brian J. Hunt, D.D.S.

2023

Terri Murphy, CSA
CEO of Hope Senior Home Care
President of Certified Senior Solutions, Inc.

Caring Companionship
Assistance With Daily Living

Personal Care and Medication Assistance
Dementia Care and Other Specialty Care Services

A Plan Tailored to Your Individual Needs
Continuing Case Management

Two Hour Minimum Up to 24/7 ServicesTwo Hour Minimum Up to 24/7 Services

To schedule a complimentary in home consultation, call us today! 
You will learn why Hope Senior Home Care has been the agency of 
choice for hundreds of families throughout Michigan.

For more information visit us at
hopeseniorhomecare.com

Call us to Learn more about our 
Hope at Home Transition Program 
which assists with the immediate transition 

to home upon discharge from the 
Hospital or Nursing Rehabilitation Center.  

Serving the community for more than 16 years! 

(313) 881-3132
79 Kercheval, Ste 105, Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236
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pointe personality
Name	    Jay G. Kaiser

City	    Grosse Pointe

Age	    76

Occupation	 Retired Partner, 

			   Plante Moran

Jay’s
Favorites
Season 

Fall
Book 

Stranger in a Strange Land 
	 by Robert A. Heinlein
Musical Artist 

Roy Orbison
Movie 

Man from Snowy River, stirring images 
and music

Outdoor Activity 
Sailing

Spot in Grosse Pointe 
Neff Park marina

What is your favorite thing about living in Grosse 
Pointe?
Living in small community where we can walk or bike 
to just about anything.
What are two of your best personality traits?
I am consistent in thought and action and I take responsibility 
seriously. Those traits together add up to dependable.
What is the best trip you’ve ever taken?
When I retired, a friend and I crossed the Drake passage to 
Antarctica.
What is at the top of your bucket list? 
I have no bucket list. I am grateful to have the time, 
health and resources to take advantage of any 
opportunity or adventure that may find me.
What is one thing not many people know about 
you? 
I am the fourth of my parents’ eight sons. We all meet 
weekly via Zoom.
What accomplishment are you most proud of? 
Helping my wife raise three beautiful daughters who 
are confident and independent, with impressive careers 
and beautiful families of their own.

 

Jay has been an avid sailor for over 50 years, “racing 
on Lake St. Clair, the Great Lakes, east and west coasts, 
Florida (SORC), the Caribbean and others.” He has 
participated in the Bayview-Mackinac race approximately 
20 times and won first overall aboard Seawise in 2006. 

When not sailing, Jay enjoys volunteering with Grosse 
Pointe Theatre. “I worked backstage and with scenery 
off and on since 1973, usually when my wife took roles in 
various productions. I got more involved in stagecraft in 
1996 when my daughter had roles in the Grosse Pointe 
South musicals. It was Dan Vicary at the Performing Arts 
Center who drew me in and taught me to build illusions 
with styrofoam and muslin. We became great friends 
and I continued to volunteer there after my daughter 
graduated.”

After retiring in 2006, Jay had more time to spend with 
Grosse Pointe Theatre, working on flats, decks, staircases 
and beyond. “I especially enjoy the ‘trick’ pieces, set pieces 
that serve unusual roles (the vintage refrigerator that 
yields a dead body in Clue, the torture rack in Addams 
Family).”

Jay and wife Christine are proud parents of Mary 
Beth, Catie and Bridget and loving grandparents of five 
grandchildren.

About Jay

MeetMeet  
JayJay

Photo by Lauren McGregor
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Your Summer Fun Place!
600 Deep water wells for boats from 15’ - 50’
Bath house, gazebo and picnic area
Experienced & Certified Marine Mechanics
Fuel Dock and Convenience store
New, Used and Brokerage Boat Sales
Located on the Nautical Mile in St. Clair Shores
Volvo & Mercruiser parts & service

586.772.4200
www.emeraldcityharbor.com

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO HAVE A GREAT SUMMER

 WELLS 
As Low As

$599$599

HOME OF LAKESIDE FORMULA

 INSIDE HEATED STORAGE STILL 
 AVAILABLE

 Located on the Nautical Mile
 24200 Jefferson Ave., St. Clair Shores,  MI 48080

 www.emeraldcityharbor.com

 810-748-3082

 Welcome to the Island

 Winter Storage Specials

 Let Our Family Take Care of Your Vessel All Winter Long

 •  Inside  HEATED  storage 
 •  Outside covered storage
 •  Outside Storage  •  Bubble wells available 
 •  Shrink wrap on site
 •  600 Deep water wells for boats from 15’ - 55’
 •  Experienced & Certified Marine Mechanics
 •  New, Used and Brokerage Boat Sales
 •  Located on the Nautical Mile in St. Clair Shores
 •  Volvo & Mercruiser parts & service
 •  Home of Dockside Jack’s

 •  Over 60,000 sq.ft. inside  HEATED  storage
 •  Inside cold storage
 •  Outside Storage  •  Certified mechanical staff
 •  Shrink wrap on site
 •  Over 100 deep water wells for boats from 15’ - 50’
 •  Boat repair with Merc & Volvo service techs
 •  Fuel dock and marine supply store
 •  Heated pool and pavilion

 Restrictions do apply to all specials. 
 Please call for details.

 STORAGE 
 SPECIALS

 As Low As
  $$  11  1100      $$  11  1100     PER SQ FT
 $ 1 10  
 At Sunset Harbor

 Located on “Beautiful”  Harsens Island
 1784 N. Channel Drive, Harsens Island, MI 48028

 www.sunsetboatharbor.com

 Visit us at wells 16 to 19 at the 2010 Boating Outdoor Rec Fest

 586- 7 72-4200
 3
8
6
7
5

8
9
-0

9
1
9

 STORAGE 
 SPECIALS

 As Low As
  $$  229999  $$  229999 $ 299

 At Emerald City

          1/2 PRICE!!!
 FREE WINTER 

 STORAGE
 with Prepaid 2012 Well

 All Boats Up To 45’

 2007 40’ Chris Craft Roamer
 $359,900  New - fully loaded - IPS

 1998 40’ Sea Ray Sedan
 $179,000  Loaded - Diesels - Low Hours

 1989 42’ Sea Ray Sundancer
 $79,900  Excellent Condition Plus Upgrades

 2005 27’ Regal 2765 Commodore
 $68,900  Twin V6 - Trailer - Gen - A/C

 INSIDE HEATED STORAGE STILL 
 AVAILABLE

 Located on the Nautical Mile
 24200 Jefferson Ave., St. Clair Shores,  MI 48080

 www.emeraldcityharbor.com

 810-748-3082

 Welcome to the Island

 Winter Storage Specials

 Let Our Family Take Care of Your Vessel All Winter Long

 •  Inside  HEATED  storage 
 •  Outside covered storage
 •  Outside Storage  •  Bubble wells available 
 •  Shrink wrap on site
 •  600 Deep water wells for boats from 15’ - 55’
 •  Experienced & Certified Marine Mechanics
 •  New, Used and Brokerage Boat Sales
 •  Located on the Nautical Mile in St. Clair Shores
 •  Volvo & Mercruiser parts & service
 •  Home of Dockside Jack’s

 •  Over 60,000 sq.ft. inside  HEATED  storage
 •  Inside cold storage
 •  Outside Storage  •  Certified mechanical staff
 •  Shrink wrap on site
 •  Over 100 deep water wells for boats from 15’ - 50’
 •  Boat repair with Merc & Volvo service techs
 •  Fuel dock and marine supply store
 •  Heated pool and pavilion

 Restrictions do apply to all specials. 
 Please call for details.

 STORAGE 
 SPECIALS

 As Low As
  $$  11  1100      $$  11  1100     PER SQ FT
 $ 1 10  
 At Sunset Harbor

 Located on “Beautiful”  Harsens Island
 1784 N. Channel Drive, Harsens Island, MI 48028

 www.sunsetboatharbor.com

 Visit us at wells 16 to 19 at the 2010 Boating Outdoor Rec Fest

 586- 7 72-4200
 3

8
6

7
5

8
9

-0
9

1
9

 STORAGE 
 SPECIALS

 As Low As
  $$  229999  $$  229999 $ 299

 At Emerald City

          1/2 PRICE!!!
 FREE WINTER 

 STORAGE
 with Prepaid 2012 Well

 All Boats Up To 45’

 2007 40’ Chris Craft Roamer
 $359,900  New - fully loaded - IPS

 1998 40’ Sea Ray Sedan
 $179,000  Loaded - Diesels - Low Hours

 1989 42’ Sea Ray Sundancer
 $79,900  Excellent Condition Plus Upgrades

 2005 27’ Regal 2765 Commodore
 $68,900  Twin V6 - Trailer - Gen - A/C

Home of Lakeside Formula

 INSIDE HEATED STORAGE STILL 
 AVAILABLE

 Located on the Nautical Mile
 24200 Jefferson Ave., St. Clair Shores,  MI 48080

 www.emeraldcityharbor.com

 810-748-3082

 Welcome to the Island

 Winter Storage Specials

 Let Our Family Take Care of Your Vessel All Winter Long

 •  Inside  HEATED  storage 
 •  Outside covered storage
 •  Outside Storage  •  Bubble wells available 
 •  Shrink wrap on site
 •  600 Deep water wells for boats from 15’ - 55’
 •  Experienced & Certified Marine Mechanics
 •  New, Used and Brokerage Boat Sales
 •  Located on the Nautical Mile in St. Clair Shores
 •  Volvo & Mercruiser parts & service
 •  Home of Dockside Jack’s

 •  Over 60,000 sq.ft. inside  HEATED  storage
 •  Inside cold storage
 •  Outside Storage  •  Certified mechanical staff
 •  Shrink wrap on site
 •  Over 100 deep water wells for boats from 15’ - 50’
 •  Boat repair with Merc & Volvo service techs
 •  Fuel dock and marine supply store
 •  Heated pool and pavilion

 Restrictions do apply to all specials. 
 Please call for details.

 STORAGE 
 SPECIALS

 As Low As
 $ 1 10   $ 1 10   PER SQ FT
 $ 1 10  
 At Sunset Harbor

 Located on “Beautiful”  Harsens Island
 1784 N. Channel Drive, Harsens Island, MI 48028

 www.sunsetboatharbor.com

 Visit us at wells 16 to 19 at the 2010 Boating Outdoor Rec Fest

 586- 7 72-4200

 3
8

6
7

5
8

9
-0

9
1

9

 STORAGE 
 SPECIALS

 As Low As
 $ 299 $ 299 $ 299

 At Emerald City

          1/2 PRICE!!!
 FREE WINTER 

 STORAGE
 with Prepaid 2012 Well

 All Boats Up To 45’

 2007 40’ Chris Craft Roamer
 $359,900  New - fully loaded - IPS

 1998 40’ Sea Ray Sedan
 $179,000  Loaded - Diesels - Low Hours

 1989 42’ Sea Ray Sundancer
 $79,900  Excellent Condition Plus Upgrades

 2005 27’ Regal 2765 Commodore
 $68,900  Twin V6 - Trailer - Gen - A/C

* Restrictions do apply to all specials. Call for details.

35

1/2 PRICE 
WINTER STORAGE
with New Well Deposit  

for 2014*

*

99¢*

INSIDE HEATED STORAGE 
AVAILABLE

Let Our Family Take Care of Your Vessel All Year Long!

FULL
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T he Junior League of Detroit (JLD) will host 
its 25th and final Designers’ Show House 
May 4-19. The house, at 315 Lakeland 

Avenue in Grosse Pointe, is a nearly 8,500-square-foot 
Tudor home designed by renowned architect George D. 
Mason and built in 1929 for Dr. J. Milton Robb.

Held biennially since 1976, the Designers’ Show House 
invites local, regional and national interior designers 
to transform the rooms of the house as a showcase for 
public tours. The house will also feature a marketplace, 
café and special events.

Proceeds will support the JLD’s partnership 
with Brilliant Detroit, a nonprofit organization that 
addresses early childhood development and kindergarten 
readiness. The unique model establishes family centers in 
underutilized housing stock, developed with direct input 
from the neighbors themselves. These homes offer holistic 
services for children from birth through eight years of age 
as well as providing a place for fellowship and learning for 

families.
“We are so grateful to the greater Detroit community for 

supporting all of the different Designers’ Show Houses over 
the years, and while 2024 marks our final year of presenting 
a Show House to the public, the JLD will continue to plan 
and host events that positively impact our communities and 
partners,” says JLD President Mary Hollens.

For more information, visit JLDetroit.org.

Junior League of Detroit

Designers’ Show House

Photo by Jeff Garland

P

By Anne Erickson

G rosse Pointe Theatre 
will present the iconic 
Newsies May 3-12 

at Parcells Middle School 
Auditorium. Newsies: The 
Musical is a riveting stage 
production based on the 1992 
Disney musical film of the 
same name and inspired by the 
Newsboys Strike of 1899 in New 
York City. 

Director and co-choreographer 
Tim Higgins says he’s delighted 
to direct the production.

“I love the message of this 
musical, the dynamic score, the storyline and everything 
that Newsies inspires,” says Higgins.

“When you see these upstart kids wanting fair pay for a 
sustainable living, you feel it’s the kind of change the world 
needs to see,” he says. “At the same time, the show doesn’t 
get too message-based, because people are there to be 
entertained, and with the music and dancing, we’re also doing 
that.”

Grosse Pointe Theatre is one of the first theater groups in the 
region to present Newsies, according to Higgins. 

“It’s a very challenging show, in that the set requires 
scaffolding, moving platforms, moving stairways, newspaper 

stacks and more,” Higgins adds. 
“With the scale and complexities of 
this set, we made the decision to rent 
the set from a company that builds 
sets to emulate Broadway.”

Higgins says the dancing is 
simply thrilling in Newsies. He and 
Christine Campbell-Cormier are co-
choreographers.

“These are galvanizing anthems,” 
he says. “And who doesn’t love 
back flips and choreography that’s 
dynamic?”

For tickets, visit www.gpt.org/
newsies or call (313) 881-4004.

Grosse Pointe Theatre 
presents the beloved 
musical Newsies

P

For Newsies, Grosse Pointe Theatre is partnering 
with The Old Newsboys’ Goodfellow Fund of 
Detroit, founded in 1914 by James J. Brady. The theater 

group is asking patrons to bring new items to donate for 
children served by Detroit Goodfellows, including winter hats, 
gloves or mittens, socks, coloring books, small packs of colored 
pencils, crayons and small stuffed animals. Collection bins will 
be in the lobby at each performance. For nearly 110 years, the 
Goodfellows have made sure that there was ‘no kiddie without a 
Christmas’ in Detroit and beyond.

P

Photos by Dale Pegg; Graphics by A2 Creative

Charles Kruse as Jack Kelly, Alex Quinlan as 
Crutchie, Ryan Roetker as Davey, Macklan 
“Mack” Kohler (front) as Les
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Is My Home 
Underinsured? 
 
               ost people assume that if they 
have a homeowners policy, they’re 
protected no matter what, only to find 
out their policy has a lot of gaps once 
they really need to use it. This is 
referred to as being underinsured, and 
it’s becoming a significant problem for 
homeowners across the nation. 
    To put it simply, if you are under-
insured and you suffer damages for 
which you have to make a claim, the 
amount of money you receive will not 
be sufficient to cover the damages. In 
other words, if your home would cost 
$250,000 to re-build, but you insured it 
for only $150,000, you will only get 
$150,000 if your home is destroyed 
from a covered loss. 
    As a result of the skyrocketing 
increases in building material costs, 
your current policy limit may not be 
sufficient. Guaranteed replacement cost 
coverage pays for replacement without 
reduction in value. This endorsement 
covers any shortfall if your 
replacement cost is too low. 
    As a homeowner, you should not only 
get sufficient insurance for the outside 
structure of your home, but the 
contents need to be insured as well. 
Whether it is furniture, paintings, 
electrical appliances, clothing or 
jewelry, you need to insure your 
belongings. Suffering a loss through 
fire, water, wind, lightning or theft is 
bad enough, but not being able to 
replace your valuables is even worse. 
    Insurance endorsements such as 
scheduled personal property and 
equipment breakdown coverage will 
provide additional protection for 
specific items.  
    Finally, if you want all-encompassing 
coverage, consider adding umbrella 
insurance for more protection. 
    Becoming underinsured can happen 
more easily than you think. The cost of 
materials and labor is always rising, 
and if you aren’t reevaluating your 
policy every year, you likely don’t have 
enough coverage to pay for it all. 
    Contact an Aitken & Ormond Agent 
today to find out more about protecting 
your home. 

 

M 
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pointe feature

Spring fun at Ford House

D on’t miss out on 
springtime fun at 
Ford House. The 

unique offerings include 
everything from dance 
lessons and afternoon tea 
to live music and a solar 
eclipse viewing!

Ford House will — 
literally — kick off April 
with dance lessons. The four-week 
series will take place once a week and 
be led by trained professionals. Space 
fills quickly, so sign up as soon as 
possible!

On Monday, April 8, Ford House 
will host a special Solar Eclipse event, 
featuring a house tour and eclipse 
glasses to view the special celestial 
moment.

On April 14, Spring Tea will take 
place in the Lake Shore Room and 
feature traditional tea sandwiches, 
pastries and teas. Reservations may be 
made for several table sizes.

“The Peacock Room and The Beaute 

Loft will also have items for sale,” says 
Manager of Engagement and Public 
Events Mary Ann Bauman.

Before long, visitors can look forward 
to the upcoming outdoor concert series. 

“We are very excited to be welcoming 
the Killer Flamingos,” says Bauman. 
“We are planning bigger concerts this 
year.”

June 28 will feature the Gabriel Brass 
Band, July 19 is the Killer Flamingos, 
Aug. 9 is Dave Hamilton Band and Aug. 
23 is the Michigan Philharmonic.

For more information on these and 
other events, visit fordhouse.org. 

By Lauren McGregor

Photos courtesy of Ford House

P
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FOR ALL YOUR REAL 
ESTATE NEEDS

For over 40 years providing 
professional Real Estate services in 
and around the Grosse Pointes with 
a proven commitment to promote 

and enhance the finest communities 
in the country.

THE ONLY FIRM WITH A 
COMPLETE NETWORK OF REAL 
ESTATE SERVICES UNDER ONE 

ROOF AND WITH ONE CALL ALL 
THE SERVICES YOU DESERVE AND 

SHOULD EXPECT.

Your One for Real Estate

Chris Cotzias
Managing Broker

cc@chrisrealtor.com
313-550-3477

  On site mortgage 
professional. 
Nation wide 
relocation.

  Nation wide 
moving and 
storage.

  Athletes 
Relocation 
Services.

  Title services 
through Capital 
Title. 

  Notary Service.
  Now offering 

complete 
insurance service. 
Call for money 
saving quote.

  All this in a 
centrally located 
office to handle 
Real Estate in any 
of the Pointes.

[Discount on framing of equal or lesser value. Expires May 31, 2022][Discount on framing of equal or lesser value. Expires May 31, 2023]

SENIOR DISCOUNTSSENIOR DISCOUNTS

Breakfast all day!
Enjoy all your traditional Big Boy favorites

Big Boy’s birthday!

45 years in business
Same proud owner.
Happy to serve the  

Grosse Pointe community!

First Responders

50% Off
Come relax on your  
break or carry out

20710 Mack Ave. Grosse Pointe Woods
313.886.1991

• Dine in• Dine in
• Carry out• Carry out

Sun - Thurs: 8a - 8pSun - Thurs: 8a - 8p
Fri & Sat: 8a - 9pFri & Sat: 8a - 9p

30
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pointe feature

P

By Anne Erickson

A lot can go right in the 
theater world, but a lot can 
go wrong, too. That’s the 

idea behind the hilarious Broadway play 
The Play That Goes Wrong. Literally 
anything and everything that can go 
wrong does.

The Play That Goes Wrong is by 
Henry Lewis, Jonathan Sayer and 
Henry Shields of Mischief Theatre 
Company. The show was on Broadway 
from 2017 to 2019 and is currently 
performed off-Broadway.

Grosse Pointe Theatre presents The 
Play That Goes Wrong April 5-14 at 
Parcells Middle School Auditorium.

 Nick Marinello has been a member of 
Grosse Pointe Theatre since 2014. This 
marks the third show he’s directed with 
the company.

 “It’s a hilarious new show, and I’m 
super excited to have the opportunity to 
direct it,” he says. “Because it’s so new, 
we’re blazing that trail. We’re the first 
area theater company to present the 

The Play That 
Goes Wrong

show.
 “It’s a 

really funny 
show with an 
interesting 
take on the 
theatrical 
experience,” he 
adds. “If you’ve 
ever done a 
play or gone 
to see one live, 
you’ve seen 
some variation of all these things that 
have gone wrong. To be able to spoof 
that and do it with a level of professional 
execution that makes it look like it’s not 
supposed to happen that way is a real 
challenge.”

 Marinello remembers The Play That 
Goes Wrong coming through the Fisher 
Theatre a few years ago. “Everyone said 
it was so funny, so when I went to New 
York City, I saw it off-Broadway,” he 
says. “It was so great, and now to have 

the ability to direct it locally is such a 
thrill.”

 “It’s going to be a great time for 
anyone who comes out,” he adds. “This 
play doesn’t have a lot of depth to it. It’s 
not something that will make you cry or 
reevaluate your life in any way, which 
we love those, too. But, sometimes you 
just need to go out and laugh, and that’s 
what this play will do.”

 Marinello says he felt instantly 
connected to Grosse Pointe Theatre.

 “Everyone here was welcoming to 
me, and it was a place where they said, 
‘Come and let us be your home theater’,” 
he says. “I’ve made friendships here 
and met my girlfriend here. It’s a place 
where you can make real relationships, 
and then you get to do plays, too.”

 He hopes audience members will 
enjoy “a good evening out and get to 
enjoy the work that goes into what we 
do. Theater is a unique, shared cultural 
experience that’s rare in our society 
anymore.”

 For tickets, visit http://gpt.org/
wrong.

Photos by Moni Valentini, Her and Him Studio

Tagg Smith, Bridget Hillyer, Kevin 
Fitzhenry, Conner Motzkus, Kyle 
Phillips, Mario Simone, Hannah Roth 
and Zak Shugart recreate the iconic 
Haversham Manor at Ford House.
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Your Grosse Pointe EXPERT
(313) 319-5679

mary@clickonmary.com

that have devoted 
our lives to the health 

and well - being of cats.

We offer a compassionate, 
caring, calm and quiet 
environment to ensure a 
positive experience for even 
the most frightened cats.

Serving the Grosse Pointe area for over 30 years.

    21205 Mack Avenue
(7 blks North of Vernier Rd.) • Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

For more information, 
please visit our website:

313 881-2100
www.kittysdoctor.com

We are 
PASSIONATE 

PROFESSIONALS

We are 
PASSIONATE 

PROFESSIONALS
that have devoted 

our lives to the health 
and well - being of cats.

17110 Kercheval 
Grosse Pointe

March 6 - May 31 
www.elsboutique.net 

313-608-1381Wednesdays - Saturdays 
11am - 5pm

In the Lower Level of Apple Blossom Baby, 
along side of Jolibump

39

Now Scheduling Award-Winning Landscape & Hardscape Installation, 
Fire & Water Feature Design & Installation, Complete Property Maintenance

coyrolandscaping@comcast.net • coyrolandscaping.com
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pointe fitness

‘THE’ PLACE FOR SERIOUS WORKOUTS.

gym                    dog It’s Spring

S pring means we’re finally able 
to shake off winter and expand 
our fitness routines to include 

the great outdoors. With that in mind, it’s 
also a good time to appreciate the most 
important body part that will support all 
of your activities: your feet.  

All the benefits 
you gain from 
running or 
walking — 
weight control to 
cardiovascular 
improvement 
— starts with 
the condition of 
your feet. When 
strength training, 
the development of power and balance 
doesn’t happen without the proper 
posture and positioning on the solid base 
your feet provide.

Consider this: Most people take an 
average of around 6,000 steps per day, 
which translates to over 2 million steps a 
year. With each step, you may be placing 
1.5 times your body weight on your feet. 
Feet work hard.

Also, over the course of our lives our 
feet change due to stress and wear. Our 
arches become less pronounced and 
flatten out. Our feet become longer 
and wider and our heel pads wear out 
reducing shock absorption. They also 
stiffen up reducing range of motion and 
balance. Different types of fungus and 
joint deformities are not uncommon. 
Gross but true.

It’s important to recognize these 
changes and address them as they 
happen. For example; the shoe size you 
may have worn when you were in your 
20s is not the shoe size for you in your 
40s or 50s. Personally speaking, I use to 
be a size 11, narrow. The last running shoe 
I bought was a size 14, wide. It happens!

Respect your feet. Keep them properly 
fitted, clean, supported and maintained. 
A good exercise program starts by putting 
your best foot forward.

 Ken Welch is owner and trainer at 
Pointe Fitness on Harper south of Allard. 
Online: pointefitness.com.

By Ken Welch

W e all 
remember 
with great 

fondness, the adorable 
sculpture at the 
Eastland Mall of the 
Lion and the Mouse. 
Happily, Ascension St. 
John secured the piece 
to use as a feature in 
the hospital. In order 
to make this a reality, funds must 
be raised. Fontbonne Auxiliary has 
answered the clarion call to have the 
Lion come roaring back, with his 
miniscule mouse sidekick joining the 
pursuit! 

Fontbonne Auxiliary presents 
Wild for Fashion, featuring a 
fashion show, auction items and 
raffle prizes. The event will take 
place Wednesday, April 17 at 

Grosse Pointe Yacht Club.
Cocktails (cash bar) are at 5 p.m. 

and dinner at 6 p.m. Fashions 
will be presented by Cheryl Hall 
Lindsey. Tickets are $125.

Co-chairs are Camille Cracchiolo 
and Stephanie Berri. For 
information or to purchase tickets, 
please contact President Lorna 
Zalenski at llz523@aol.com or (313) 
590-5607.
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pointe dentist

Missing teeth?

R eplacing missing teeth 
is essential not only for 
aesthetic reasons but also for 

maintaining oral health and functionality. 
Fortunately, 
there are several 
options available 
to address 
the gap left by 
missing teeth, 
each catering to 
specific needs and 
preferences.

Dental implants 
are a popular and durable solution for 
replacing missing teeth. They involve the 
surgical placement of titanium posts into 
the missing area, acting as artificial tooth 
roots. Dental implants not only look and 
feel natural but also help prevent bone 
loss and maintain the overall structure of 
the jaw. 

Another option is a dental bridge, 
which consists of artificial teeth anchored 
to adjacent natural teeth. Bridges are 
effective for replacing one or more 
consecutive missing teeth, restoring 
both function and appearance. They 
offer a non-surgical alternative to dental 
implants, making them suitable for 
individuals who may not be candidates 
for implant surgery.

For those seeking a quick temporary 
minimally invasive solution, removable 
partial dentures or dental flippers 
may be considered. Dental flippers 
are acrylic devices that can be quickly 
inserted and removed. While they are 
not a permanent solution, they provide a 
temporary aesthetic and semi functional 
improvement.

Ultimately, the choice of replacing 
missing teeth depends on factors such 
as budget, overall health and personal 
preferences. Consulting with us or your 
dental professional is crucial to determine 
the most suitable option based on 
individual needs, ensuring a confident 
smile and optimal oral health.

 Dr. Horacio E. Falcón, DDS, of the 
Falcon Dental Group, 20690 Vernier 
Road (at the I-94 service drive) may be 
reached at (313) 884-3050.

By Dr. Horacio Falcón
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Which teeth are dental implants?  - see the answer below

Teeth: #4 & #5

Answer

Actual Patient and Result

Actual Patient and Result
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pointe financial planner

63 Kercheval Avenue • Suite 200  
Grosse Pointe Farms • Michigan • 48236

(313) 887-0207

hartmann-nihem.com 

(313) 887-0207

Amy B. Hartmann, Esq.
ahartmann@hartmann-nihem.com 

Nancy A. Nihem, Esq. 
nancy@hartmann-nihem.com 

Serving the estate planning and related needs of individuals, families 
and business owners with a focus on Wills, Trusts, Advanced Planning, 

Retirement Trusts, Asset Protection, Charitable Giving, 
Long-term Care Planning, Powers of Attorney, 

Probate and Trust Administration.

Beneficiary reviews

W hat do life events such as 
marriage, divorce, birth 
or adoption of children, 

death of a loved one, or other financial 
situations have in common? The 
need to update 
beneficiaries.

Updating the 
beneficiaries on 
your existing 
financial 
accounts is 
relatively simple, 
yet it’s one of the 
most important 
steps you can take to ensure that your 
loved ones are taken care of. Failing to 
update your beneficiary information can 
lead to unintended consequences, such 
as your assets going to an ex-spouse, 
rather than to your intended recipients.

In general, employer life insurance 
and retirement accounts such as 401(k)s 
or 403(b)s will automatically make your 
current spouse your beneficiary.

When opening a new financial 
account or insurance policy, make 
sure you designate who you want to 
inherit the proceeds in the event of 
your death. Add both primary and 
contingent beneficiaries. Listing a 
named beneficiary on every account 
can help eliminate probate as well as 
potential legal disputes and heartaches 
among your heirs. When you name a 
beneficiary directly to an asset, such 
as an IRA or life insurance policy, it 
typically takes precedence over the 
provisions of a will or trust.

Your financial advisor should be 
reviewing your beneficiary designations 
every year as part of your annual 
review. If they don’t bring up the topic, 
make sure that you do. Reviewing 
beneficiaries should be done regularly, 
especially after major life changes. 
You’ll have peace of mind knowing your 
wishes will be met, and your loved ones 
will thank you for it!

Lina Bowman is a financial 
adviser in Grosse Pointe. She can be 
reached at (313) 343-0800 or Lina@
BowmanAsset.com. 

By Lina Bowman
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pointe landlord

Be ready, stay 
ready, to move

S o, you want to move out of your 
current rental home and into 
another rental space. This can 

be an easy process — if you plan for it. 
First, figure out your reasoning. 

Are you moving 
because you have 
outgrown the 
home? Is it because 
your landlord isn’t 
holding up his/her 
end of the bargain? 
Is it to downsize 
your space or to 
upgrade? 

Whatever your motives for moving, 
there are numerous things on your list 
that must be checked as “DONE” before 
you ever hire a moving truck. 

YOUR CREDIT How is your credit? 
Do you know? Take your credit seriously. 
Good credit vs. bad credit will determine 
if you are renting a fantastic place or a 
place you would never choose to move 
into voluntarily. 

YOUR MONEY Do you have any? 
Standard move-in costs are first month 
and a security deposit. Security is either 
another month or another month and a 
half. Basically, do you have 2.5x the rent 
for your new place? If you do not then 
you are not ready yet. 

YOUR TIMEFRAME We all know 
that you must give notice to your current 
landlord. Thirty days is ideal, and more 
time than that is not usually needed to 
find your new place. 

ANNA TIP We are now nearing 
springtime, but winter in Michigan is 
an ideal time to move. A landlord with a 
winter vacancy is a nervous person, and 
you can most likely negotiate a lower 
rental rate. The number of available 
homes will be extremely lower and you 
will have fewer options but, hopefully, 
the rental rate will be lower too.

Anna Bartolotta is owner of Grosse 
Pointe Apartments and Property 
Management. This area’s original 
dedicated, full service, full time rental 
agency staffed with licensed agents.

By Anna Bartolotta

Grosse Pointe APArtments is Also An APArtment rentAl AGency thAt is 
free to tenants And hAs been in business in the Pointes since 2006. 

time is money, sAve both with Grosse Pointe APArtments!

17728 Mack ave
Grosse Pointe, Mi  48230

www.GrossePointeAPArtments.com

Call: 313-505-0456

Grosse Pointe APArtments And ProPerty mAnAGement 
cAn either rePlAce or comPliment your existinG leAsinG 

efforts. choose Any or All services you require.

• sAme or next dAy mAintenAnce

• bill PAyinG

• rent collections

• PrePArAtion of vAcAncies

• AdvertisinG

• non-exclusive vAcAncy showinG

• online PAyments

• credit checks

• emPloyment verificAtions

• PAst rentAl history

• leAse siGninGs

• tenAnt evictions

• inventory And vAcAte checklists

and Property Management
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pointe health

From our Kitchen to YoursFrom our Kitchen to Yours
We can handle any of your catering We can handle any of your catering 

needs.needs.
Booking Private Parties on the Patio  Booking Private Parties on the Patio  

from 11am-2pmfrom 11am-2pm
Open 3-9 pm Sun-Thu; 3-10 pm Fri-Sat Open 3-9 pm Sun-Thu; 3-10 pm Fri-Sat 

20515 Mack Avenue 20515 Mack Avenue 
Grosse Pointe WoodsGrosse Pointe Woods

313-886-7755 • www.ChampsRotisserie.com313-886-7755 • www.ChampsRotisserie.com

Magnesium

M agnesium is an element with 
important functions in our 
body including sugar control, 

blood pressure regulation and maintenance 
of a normal heart rhythm. It also helps 
us build strong bones and make DNA. 
It is present in foods such as green leafy 
vegetables, nuts, 
seeds, legumes and 
whole grains. 

Symptoms 
of magnesium 
deficiency include 
fatigue, weakness, 
nausea, heart 
palpitations, 
loss of appetite, 
numbness, tingling 
and muscle cramps. A simple blood test 
can reveal the deficiency most of the time 
and treatment is with an inexpensive 
oral supplement that is available over the 
counter. 

Low levels of magnesium can be caused 
by not eating enough healthy foods that 
contain this element, not absorbing what 
is eaten or by losing what is absorbed. 
The average American’s diet is heavy in 
processed foods which have lower amounts 
of magnesium. Magnesium absorption 
is impaired in certain diseases as well as 
by some medications. Chronic diarrhea 
causes magnesium loss so people with 
diseases such as Crohn’s or Celiac as well as 
those who have had specific types of bowel 
surgeries are at increased risk for deficiency. 
Common medications called “proton pump 
inhibitors” such as Prilosec and Nexium 
as well as diuretics such as Lasix and 
Hydrochlorothiazide (HCTZ) can also lead 
to magnesium deficiency with chronic use. 
People who have diabetes and those who 
drink alcohol heavily can have increased loss 
of magnesium via their kidneys and bowels. 
Unfortunately, several of these risk factors 
occur in the elderly who are therefore at 
even higher risk for magnesium deficiency.

Dr. Saima A. Khan, MD, MPH grew 
up in Grosse Pointe Farms and lives in 
the Woods with her husband and three 
daughters. She practices internal medicine 
in Warren, 28351 Schoenherr, (586) 393-
6500.

By Dr. Saima A. Khan
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pointe estate attorney

A s individuals age, the task of 
de-cluttering and organizing 
personal property becomes 

increasingly critical, especially if parents 
want to ensure a smoother transition for 
their loved ones after their deaths. 

Purging a home of clutter is an act of 
thoughtful preparation that both lightens 
the emotional burden on surviving 
family members 
and helps to 
prevent family 
disagreements.

An important 
reason for this 
proactive action 
is the reduction of 
stress on grieving 
family members. 
The process of 
sorting through a lifetime of belongings 
can be emotionally overwhelming, and 
by taking the initiative to de-clutter, 
parents lessen this burden. It allows the 
children to focus on grieving and healing 
rather than being consumed by the 
challenge of navigating through personal 
items and deciding on what to keep, 
pitch or donate.

As a practical matter, de-cluttering 
promotes efficiency in administering 
the estate. A well-organized home 
ensures that important documents, 
legal papers and sentimental items are 
easily accessible. This reduces the risk 
of overlooking crucial details during 
the administration process. It also 
helps prevent conflicts among heirs, as 
a clear and organized estate plan can 
reduce potential disputes over various 
possessions.

Parents who choose to de-clutter 
their homes before death demonstrate a 
pragmatic approach to their legacy. By 
doing so, they provide their loved ones 
with the gift of a smoother transition, 
both emotionally and practically, thus 
creating a sense of closure and harmony 
during a difficult time.

Jon B. Gandelot is senior counsel at 
Trowbridge Law Firm, P.C., with offices 
in Detroit and Grosse Pointe.

Spring: Time 
to de-clutter!

By Jon B. Gandelot

The Peppler Agency
We are happy to discuss and offer Flood Insurance in 
addition to Sewer Backup. Due to recent events in the  

Grosse Pointe area, this is a great time to review coverages 
you may or may not have in place. Call us for a quote and 

receive a $5 Starbucks card mailed to you the same day!

Over 70 Years of Personalized Service

•AAuto  uto  ••Home  Home  ••Boat  Boat  ••BusinessBusiness
20658 Harper Avenue at Vernier Road 

313.881.4623 • www.peppleragency.com

Supporting

Detroit’s First and 
Only No-Kill Shelter

SAVE THE DATE!
Our office pup Melani is a rescue from 

Detroit Dog Rescue. The best dog ever is 
such a good mascot!  

Supporting

Detroit’s First and Only
No-Kill Shelter. 
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SILENT & LIVE AUCTIONS
COCKTAILS, DINNER AND DANCING

SATURDAY, MAY 11, 2024

LIVE AFTER-PARTY ENTERTAINMENT 
BY “YOUR GENERATION IN CONCERT”

TICKETS $200

QUESTIONS? CONTACT US AT 
AUCTION@GPACADEMY.ORG

DETAILS AND TICKETS 
PLEASE VISIT: GPA.CBO.IO

SNEAK PEEK LIVE ITEM

DONATED BY

Auction Chairs
Olivia and Dominic Paluzzi

Erica and Peter Panagopoulos

Honorary Chairs
The GPA 2023-2024 Faculty

O n Saturday, May 11, 
The Grosse Pointe 
Academy’s Tracy 

Fieldhouse transforms into a 
spectacular event space for the 
school’s 56th Annual Action 
Auction. 

“The theme this year, 
‘DREAM BIG, live your story,’ 
celebrates the stories of our 

students and the role The Grosse Pointe 
Academy plays in their lives,” says Olivia 
Paluzzi, one of the event chairs, together 
with her husband Dominic Paluzzi and 
Erica and Peter Panagopoulos. “This 
year we chose the GPA faculty to be our 
honorary chairs as we wanted to honor 
them for having the greatest impact on 
molding our children’s stories at The 
Academy and always encouraging big 
dreams,” adds Paluzzi. 

Director of Development, Emily 
Scupholm, encourages everyone to check 
out the online Silent Auction, opening 
Monday, May 6 at noon. “Anyone can 

register for free on the Auction landing 
page and receive a bidder number. 
All our Silent Auction items will be on 
display at the event for preview and 
bidding during the cocktail hour. After 
a seated dinner, the Live Auction will 
begin and will include many exciting 
items, such as jewelry, trips and unique 
experiences,” she says.

After the Live Auction, guests can 
continue the fun by dancing to the 
live band, Your Generation in Concert 
(yourgenerationinconcert.com).

Erica Panagopoulos, co-chair of this 
year’s Auction adds, “This Action Auction 

marks our 56th year, making it one of the 
oldest and longest-running independent 
school auctions in the country. 
Funds raised will support curricular 
programming, continuous learning for 
faculty, enhancements to The Academy’s 
historical campus and bridge the gap 
between tuition dollars and the cost of 
educating each child.” 

To learn more, donate an item, 
become a sponsor or purchase tickets, 
visit https://www.
gpacademy.org/
giving/action-auction 
or scan the QR code:

Support Big Support Big 
Dreams at Dreams at 
The Grosse The Grosse 
Pointe Academy Pointe Academy 
Annual Action Annual Action 
AuctionAuction

By Susan Bollinger

Photos courtesy of The Grosse Pointe Academy
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SILENT & LIVE AUCTIONS
COCKTAILS, DINNER AND DANCING

SATURDAY, MAY 11, 2024

LIVE AFTER-PARTY ENTERTAINMENT 
BY “YOUR GENERATION IN CONCERT”

TICKETS $200

QUESTIONS? CONTACT US AT 
AUCTION@GPACADEMY.ORG

DETAILS AND TICKETS 
PLEASE VISIT: GPA.CBO.IO

SNEAK PEEK LIVE ITEM

DONATED BY

Auction Chairs
Olivia and Dominic Paluzzi

Erica and Peter Panagopoulos

Honorary Chairs
The GPA 2023-2024 Faculty
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pointe paparazzi

Claud Johnston and Sara WoldBette Lepouttre, Barbara Skelly and 
Richard Odendahl

Jalen Awosika, Alorea Chodoba and Capt. 
Tim Robinson

All Aboard for Awards* July 11 @ The Infinity	 Photos by Christine MJ Hathaway

Kerri Blankenship and Nancy HohlfeldtJanet Stankowski, Pat Quinn, Carol Hofer, 
Betty Dillon and Toni Adams

Kerri Green, Amanda Be and Diana 
Langlois

Mary Washington, Barb Coury, Linda 
Brandfield and Sara Wold

Laura Palen and Torrie Kirk Pam Rosta and Diana Langlois

Rasheda Williams and Erin O’Mara

*Soroptimist International of Grosse Pointe
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Stephen & Sonyta
October 7, 2023

T hough the couple lived just 
minutes away, one in Grosse 
Pointe Woods and the other 

in Windsor, Stephen and Sonyta LaBarge 
(née Yik) met in Kingston, Ontario.

“I was in the Army, stationed in upstate 
New York. She was visiting a friend in 
Kingston,” says Stephen. “We met at a bar.”

That was in 2018. Four years later, in 
2022, Stephen got down on one knee 
outside of the Belle Isle Aquarium. The 
couple tied the knot on Oct. 7, 2023.

Here, they share the details of their 
special day.

It’s all in the details
Ceremony: Our Lady Star of the Sea
Reception: Assumption Cultural Center
Catering: Marchiori Catering
Dessert: Josef’s European Pastry Shop
Florist: Viviano Flower Shop
Wedding Dress: It’s Your Day Bridal, Windsor
Menswear: Men’s Wearhouse
Hair and Makeup: James Edwards Salon
Photographer: Kaylee Dall, Kaylee Jay Photography
Entertainment: Dino, Perfect Blends Entertainment
First Dance: “Speechless” by Dan + Shay

Share the proposal story!
Stephen: She had always wanted to see 

the Belle Isle Aquarium, so I took here there 
and planned to propose in the courtyard 
outside of it. I had a friend she’d never met 
follow us to capture the proposal. I was 
anxious to propose, so I was rushing her 
through the aquarium.

Sonyta: I said, ‘We’re here to see the fish! 
Don’t rush me!’ When we got to the spot 
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outside, in my head I was thinking, this 
would be a great spot for a proposal. 
Then I turn and he is down on one 
knee. At the same time, I see this kid 
running toward us with his phone up.

Stephen: I had this whole speech 
prepared that didn’t happen. I just 
dropped to one knee.

Sonyta: I don’t think I reacted 
properly. I said, ‘Are you serious?’ He 
couldn’t spit out any words.

What did you love about 
having your reception at 
Assumption Cultural Center?

Stephen: The food was the most 
important part and we knew how 
wonderful Marchiori Catering was. It 
couldn’t have been more perfect.

Sonyta: Everyone was so 
accommodating. I used to work at a 
wedding venue in Windsor, so I am 

very picky. They took care of every 
special request, were kind, attentive 
and communicative. The bar in the 
foyer, separate from the hall, was so 
nice. It created two different spaces 
and you didn’t feel cramped. Plus, it 
was right off the dance floor.

What was your favorite 
moment of the day?

Stephen: The speeches. And our 
first look.

Sonyta: He had the biggest smile.

What do you love most about 
each other?

Stephen: Her food. How endlessly 
devoted she is. 

Sonyta: He is very kind and caring. 
And very patient with me.

Photos by Kaylee Dall, Kaylee Jay Photography
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pointe feature

Photos courtesy of edmund t. AHEE jewelers

Below, first four rings from left: diamond wedding bands in 18k yellow 
gold and platinum; Second ring from right: diamond cigar band in 18k 
white gold; Ring on right: diamond engagement ring in platinum

From top: Diamond wedding 
bands in platinum;
Emerald cut diamond 
engagement ring in platinum;
Diamond solitaire engagement 
ring in 18k yellow gold;
Diamond three-stone 
engagement ring in platinum

F or nearly 77 years, edmund t. AHEE 
jewelers has played an important role 
in the lives of countless couples, from 

engagement to weddings to anniversaries and 
beyond. Here, Vice President Stefan Ahee shares a 
selection of top picks for that special day. P



35G R O S S E  P O I N T E  M A G A Z I N E    |    M A R C H - A P R I L  2 0 2 4

AD Luxury Brow & Beauty Boutique offers beauty services in the heart of Grosse Pointe. We 
specialize in naturally enhancing what makes you YOU! Whether you are a bride or a guest in need of…

•Our Signature Natural Microblading 
Technique gives you a polished, undetectable 
permanent Brow shape.

•Our Lash Enhancement gives a shadowy blend on 
your lash line that accentuates your eyes.

•Our Lip Enhancement gives a soft, even wash of 
color giving a symmetrical, permanent, soft lip stain.

•Our Semi-Permanent Mascara (Lash Botox 
Lift) lasts up to 3 months. Ditch the Mascara! No 
worries about clumping, smudging, fall out, or your 
curl. Just wake up and go!

•Our Brow Rehab Program: Where we actually 
grow out over plucked, uneven Brows. Routine 
Signature Sculpts, along with a hormone free growth 
serum grows out your brows by your big day!

•Our Skin Prep options provide instant results and 
is crucial for a flawless makeup application and 
beautiful photos that you’ll have for a lifetime!

•Our Glass Skin (Dermaplane), Glow 
(HydroFacial) and Natural Face Lift 
(Dragons Blood Dermastamp) facials will give 
you clear, glowing skin!

We also offer our Signature Brow Sculpts, Brow Laminations and Airbrush Makeup. We 
are here for you every step of the way on prepping you for your big day and beyond!

AD 
Luxun Bm" & Beaul, 

-fullffjLK' 

AD Luxury Brow & Beauty Boutique offers beauty services in the heart of Grosse Pointe. 
We specialize in naturally enhancing what already makes you YOU! All while saving you time on 

your BIG DAY and beyond! Whether you are a bride or a guest in need of .. 

Our Signature Natural Microblading Technique seamlessly blends your natural hairs, giving you 
a polished, undetectable permanent Brow shape. Our Lash Enhancement gives a shadowy blend on 
your lash line that accentuates your eyes. While still remaining natural and versatile with or without 
any makeup. A little eye pick me up. Our Lip Enhancement gives a soft, even wash of color giving a 

symmetrical, permanent, soft lip stain. 

Our Semi-Permanent Mascara(Lash Botox Lift) is like NO OTHER on the market! Lasting up to 3 
months with proper care! Ditch the Mascara! You won't have to worry about clumping, smudging, 

fall out, or your curl. Just wake up and go with waterproof, sweat proof, cry proof, Gorgeous Lashes! 
Our Brow Rehab Program: Where we ACTUALLY grow out those over plucked, uneven, 90's 

Brows! With this program we will have routine Signature Sculpts, along with a hormone free growth 
serum to grow out your brows by your big day! 

Our Skin Prep options all provide instant results. Skin prep is crucial for a Flawless Makeup 
Application and Absolutely Beautiful Photos that you'll have for a lifetime! Our Glass Skin 

(Dermaplane), Glow (HydroFacial), and Natural Face Lift (Dragons Blood Dermastamp) facials will 
give you clear, glowing skin! 

We also offer our Signature Brow Sculpts, Brow Laminations, and Airbrush Makeup. 
We are here for you every step of the way on prepping you for your big day and beyond!! 

Located in The Village 
16824 Kercheval Pl. #211, Grosse Pointe 

Text: 248- 289-5088 for additional information or questions 
lnstagram@ Ad.browsandbeauty 

Located in The Village • 16824 Kercheval Pl. #211, Grosse Pointe 
Text: 248- 289-5088 for additional information or questions • lnstagram@ Ad.browsandbeauty

1st class Quality
Simple & Stress Free

Curated to your Vision

Serving the Serving the 
Pointes for Pointes for 

over 75 yearsover 75 years

Meet Pam (Pawsat) Dziedzic: the culinary 
artist and owner! Hailing from Grosse Pointe, 
Pam has been cooking up a storm for over two 

decades, carving her name as a 
top-notch caterer in the Detroit 
Metropolitan area.

Get ready to be wowed by 
Gathering Pointe Venue & Catering: 
the one-stop-shop for your dream 

event! The creators of this unique 
boutique venue made sure to craft a 

space that caters to your every need. It’s 
where neighborhood and urban sophistication 
meet, making it the go-to spot for unforgettable 
moments.

• Micro Wedding
• Rehearsal Dinner
• Engagement Party 

• Post Wedding Brunch
• Bridal Shower
• Baby Shower

• Cocktail Party
• Birthday Party
• Graduation Party

• Corporate Symposium
• Celebration of Life
• Religious Celebrations

15110 Kercheval Avenue • Grosse Pointe Park, MI 48230
Office: 313-823-8425 • Cell: 313-421-0091
website: gatheringpointevenue.com • email: gpv@gatheringpointevenue.com

Hours: 
Venue is available 7 days a week

Office Hours:  
Tuesday-Friday 10:00am to 3:00pm 

or by appointment

BOOKING NOW AND INTO 2025

Gathering Pointe Venue & Catering
Photos courtesy of edmund t. AHEE jewelers
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pointe feature

By Lauren McGregor

B rittany Scott, a buyer at 
General Motors, and Garrett 
Freismuth, a Business 

Valuation and Advisory Associate, share 
roots in Grosse Pointe. The two didn’t 
meet, though, until studying at Wayne 
State University in 2016. 

After being introduced by a mutual 
friend at a college party, Brittany and 
Garrett spent the entire evening talking. 
At the nudging of fate, the two ran into 
each other shortly after the party when 
their classes were scheduled directly 
across the hall from each other. They’ve 
been inseparable since.

“I love Garrett’s humility and 
integrity,” says Brittany. “And how 

genuine he is.” 
“Brittany is the most compassionate 

and enthusiastic person I know. She 
is always there for you when you need 
her,” says Garrett. “She is ambitious 
about everything. She inspired me to 
develop my own goals and ambitions.”

Speaking of ambition, it was during a 
2022 work trip that Garrett got down on 
one knee.

“I was in New York for work and 
Garrett had never been there, so he 
joined me,” says Brittany. “We took a 
morning walk through Central Park 
and the Conservatory Gardens. It was 
perfect. There was no one there.”

“I had hired a photographer to capture 

the moment,” says Garrett. “She told me 
when to head to the location, at a time 
when it was empty.”

“I didn’t know it was happening,” 
says Brittany, except for one strange 
request. “Garrett told me to take off my 
sunglasses,” she laughs.

“I was shaking so much that I couldn’t 
get the ring on,” adds Brittany.

Brittany had been told that most 
engagements are a blur and nearly 
impossible to remember later. “So I 
immediately wrote down what he said. 
It was perfect,” she says. “When he 
used my full name, I got chills. Garrett 
blacked out.”

Following the proposal, Brittany and 

Brittany & Garrett
an engagement story
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CINDY IRELAND
REALTOR®

313.402.7996

cynthiaireland@gmail.com

18412 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236

Cindy is an outstanding Realtor®. She
is knowledgable, helpful and always
goes the extra mile for her clients. 

“
– P.H. | Grosse Pointe

Featuring Featuring Alinosi’s 
Superfine French Chocolates and Ice Cream 

Coffee/Espresso Bar 
20737 Mack Ave. 1 Blk N. of Vernier

313.881.2888 
www.chocolatebar-cafe.com

Hours: Mon-Thurs 10-9 • Fri & Sat 10-10 • Sun 12-9Hours: Mon-Thurs 10-8 • Fri & Sat 10-9 • Sun 12-8

Spring into. . .

Inspired goods. . . for inspired living
15120 Kercheval Ave. 

Grosse Pointe Park
DuffeyandCo.com 

313-469-7050
Spring Hours: 

Tuesday 12-5 • Wednesday 10-5, 
Thursday & Friday 10-8 • Saturday 10-6 

Sunday 12-4 • Closed Mondays

Local.  Personal.  Insurance.

Ian P. Hollerbach
ihollerbach@vantolins.com

586.772.0650
vantolins.com

Personal // Commercial // Marine
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Garrett hired Niki Marie 
Photography for a Grosse 
Pointe engagement photo 
shoot. 

“Ford House was the perfect 
backdrop,” says Brittany. “We 
love the flowers, the estate, 
the atmosphere.” The estate’s 
varied landscape offered the 
couple a host of background 
options, from the lake to the 
house to the rose garden.

“Then we went to The 
Village, which was a full circle 
moment for us,” says Brittany. 
“As a kid, we’d have family 
visits to The Village, then it was 
different going there on our 
first date for ice cream. When 
we returned for engagement 
photos, it brought up old 
memories and new ones. It was 
a surreal, full circle moment 
that tied everything together.”

The couple look forward to 
their August 2024 wedding at 
the Country Club of Detroit, 
followed by an African safari 
honeymoon.

Brittany in a 
strapless dress by 
Emilia Wickstead, 
shoes by Aquazzura; 
long sleeve dress by 
Zimmermann

Photos by Niki Marie 
Photography
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240 Chalfonte • Grosse Pointe Farms  
884-3075 • gpcong.org 

Like us on Facebook @gpcong.org    

RISE: Reach Out, Inspire Others, Serve, and Embrace Diversity

Among Friends  •  Arts Ministry  •  Choir  •  Outreach  •  Women’s Fellowship

An Open and Affirming Congregation  

Join us for the Journey, Sundays at 10am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver

united church of christ

240 Chalfonte • Grosse Pointe Farms  
884-3075 • gpcong.org 

Like us on Facebook @gpcong.org    

RISE: Reach Out, Inspire Others, Serve, and Embrace Diversity

Among Friends  •  Arts Ministry  •  Choir  •  Outreach  •  Women’s Fellowship

An Open and Affirming Congregation  

Join us for the Journey, Sundays at 10am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver

united church of christ

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver

RISE:
Reach Out, Inspire Others, Serve, and Embrace Diversity

An Open and Affirming Congregation
Join us for the Journey
Worship: 10am Sundays

240 Chalfonte • Grosse Pointe Farms
884-3075 • gpcong.org

Like us on Facebook @ gpcong.org

Among Friends • Arts Ministry • Choir • Outreach • Women’s Fellowship

Paula Draper
2020 - 2023 HMA 

Top Producer
(313) 310-0211
paula@higbiemaxon.com
pauladraper.com

Selling, buying or know someone who is? I will 
design a strategy just for you – CALL ME!

Let my unique experience as an Electrical Engineer (MS), Marketing 
Manager and Detroit Small Business Owner work for you! 

592 Thorn Tree, GPW
Available for $774,900

100+ Acres, Columbus Twp
Available for $1,395,000

4813 Devonshire, Detroit
Available for $154,900

465 Bournemouth, GPF
Available for $399,900

Call about Parcel Splits

Dr. Chethana Gottam

28300 Harper Ave. St. Clair Shores, MI 48081
Dr. Meredith Price

Now Open in St. Clair Shores
www.TheArtOfDerm.com

(248) 581-0333
Metro Detroit’s Premier 
Dermatology Practice.

Let us take care of 
all your skincare and 

cosmetic needs!

ART OF DERMATOLOGY
MEDICAL • SURGICAL • COSMETIC

Dr. Chethana Gottam

(248) 581-0333

Dermatologist.  
Let us take care of 

all your skincare and 
cosmetic needs!

28903 Woodward Ave, Berkley, MI 48072

ART OF DERMATOLOGY
MEDICAL • 

ART OF DERMATOLOGY
MEDICAL • SURGICAL • COSMETIC

Dr. Chethana Gottam

(248) 581-0333

Metro Detroit’s Premier 
Dermatologist.  

Let us take care of 
all your skincare and 

cosmetic needs!

28903 Woodward Ave, Berkley, MI 48072

Jacqueline Benner, PA-C
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The Grosse Pointe
Symphony Orchestra 

Joe Striplin, Music Director and Conductor  

Grosse 
  Pointe

Symphony
Orchestra 

web: gpsymphony.org  •  email: gpsymphony@comcast.net 
32 Lakeshore  Grosse Pointe Farms 48236

Tickets are available  on line at gpsymphony.org look for us on

2024 SEASON
FEBRUARY 18, 2024, 3 p.m.*  

Grosse Pointe War Memorial 
Marcy Chanteaux plays Sainte-Saëns’  

Cello Concerto

APRIL 14, 2024, 3 p.m.*  
Grosse Pointe War Memorial 

Jiamin Wang (DSO) plays  
Brahms Violin Concerto

Details and tickets available online at gpsymphony.org
*Pre-concert talks at 2:15 p.m.

Joe Striplin, Conductor 

FALL CONCERT 
SUNDAY OCTOBER 16, 2022 

7 p.m.
Our  Lady Star of the Sea Church 

467 Fairford GPW 
Pre concert talk at 6:15 Davis Gloff (WRCJ)

Bach, Passacaglia & Fugue 
Mozart, Violin Concerto No. 5 

William Grant Still, Symphony No. 4 Jing Zhang, Violin 
Detroit Symphony Orchestra

Tickets available at the door and 
on line at gpsymphony.org 

Photos courtesy of Ford House

T hough the estate doesn’t 
host weddings, Ford House 
is an eastside favorite for 

every other wedding gathering, from 
engagement parties to bridal showers to 
rehearsal dinners.

“Ford House offers a truly unparalleled 
event experience where every detail 
is meticulously crafted to perfection,” 
says Director of Communications & 
Engagement Tommy Karr. “Hosting your 

event in our unique event 
spaces means immersing 
yourself in the picturesque 
beauty of Lake St. Clair and 
Ford Cove, with breathtaking 
waterfront views that create 
an unforgettable backdrop 
for your special occasion.” 

The beauty of the spaces, both indoors 
and outdoors, is matched only by Ford 
House’s culinary offerings.

“Our commitment to culinary 
excellence adds a flavorful touch to your 
event, ensuring that every moment is as 
tasteful as the stunning surroundings,” 
says Karr. “At Ford House, we don’t 
just host events; we curate timeless 
memories in a setting that seamlessly 
blends natural beauty, architectural 
elegance and culinary expertise.”

Due to its popularity, dates go fast. 
“We are currently booking through 
the end of the year,” warns Manager of 

Engagement and Public Events Mary 
Ann Bauman.

For Ford House Friends that are part 
of the 1928 Circle, a $2,500 annual fee, 
Ford House offers generous discounts 
and exclusive opportunities. Not only do 
1928 Circle Friends get large discounts 
on room rentals, but perks like a private 
wine reception in the Rose Garden, 
around the Pool and Lagoon or even on 
Rose Terrace for their private event.

For information about private events, 
visit fordhouse.org or call (313) 488-
5560.

Celebrate your special event at 
     	 		   Ford House

P
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NEW
SPRING
COLLECTION
I N  S T O R E  N O W

1 6 8 2 2  K E R C H E V A L  A V E N U E

G R O S S E  P O I N T E

W W W . S A V V Y C H I C G P . C O M

Photos courtesy of Ford House

Photos courtesy of Skye Salon

For this look, the stylist used the same 
flowers that were used in the bride’s 
wedding bouquet to create a classic 
braided updo with a floral touch.

This romantic look 
features loose curls 
with the hairpiece 
woven through as 
the focal point.

S kye Salon & Spa 
is passionate 
about making 

wedding day hairstyle and 
pampering dreams come 
true. Here they share a 
couple of their recent 
favorite designs for that 
special day.

Skye Salon & Spa
17007 Kercheval Ave. 
Grosse Pointe
(313) 882-2550
skye-salon.com
Visit on Instagram 
and Facebook

Romantic styles
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F or 75 years, The War 
Memorial in Grosse Pointe 
Farms has served as an 

experiential space where laughter 
and love are shared, and memories 
are made. A prime example are the 
sensational weddings — of which, there 
were 95 at The War Memorial in 2023.    

“We provide a unique and special 
experience for couples,” says Hospitality 
Director Alondra Kennedy. “Our staff 
is excited to work with them leading up 
to the wedding and on the day of the 
wedding. Our executive chef prepares 
delicious food that always leaves guests 
talking about how great their meal was.”  

The Ballroom, the crown jewel of the 
Fred M. Alger Center, opened in the fall 
of 2022 and provides the perfect setting 

for receptions. The expanded space can 
seat up to 300 guests.     

 “One of the things that makes us 
really unique is our view,” Kennedy 
says. “We have the lake as a beautiful 
backdrop and having Les Braves is 
unlike any other venue.”  

Last year, Les Braves II: At Water’s 
Edge was dedicated at The War 
Memorial. The sculpture is the official 
twin of Les Braves in Normandy, 
France. 

A wedding reception package includes 
a one-hour cocktail reception, four 
tray-passed hors d’oeuvres, a four-
hour deluxe bar, sparkling wine toast 
for the head table, choice of salad, 
plated entrée, cake cutting and service, 
coffee and tea service, dinnerware and 

glassware, in-house tables and chairs, 
white floor-length table linens and white 
linen napkins.

Folks interested in having a War 
Memorial wedding can fill out an 
inquiry request at warmemorial.
org/weddings, or reach out to 
Sales and Special Events Manager 
Nicole Holowaty at nholowaty@
warmemorial.org, or Sales and Special 
Events Coordinator Lauren Meredith 
at lmeredith@warmemorial.org. 
Currently, weddings are being booked 
through 2025. 

To learn more about hosting a 
wedding at The War Memorial, visit 
warmemorial.org/weddings.    

By Alex Szwarc

Exceptional 
service 
and ambiance

The War Memorial 
wedding experience  

Above, Ryan and Alyssa Cassar
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The War Memorial Veterans Committee, composed of dedicated War 
Memorial staff, formed in the fall of 2023 with a primary purpose — to deepen 
our commitment to our mission to honor, serve, and advocate for veterans. 
Through diverse programming and events, the committee will focus on 
offering meaningful opportunities for connection, support, and enrichment 
within the veteran community.
The committee kicked off this initiative in December 2023 with an inaugural 
Vet-to-Vet coffee hour hosted in the Reception Room of the historic Alger 
House and an educational seminar on veterans benefits sponsored by the 
Troy-based Disability Law Group.
For more details, please visit www.warmemorial.org. If you’re a veteran with an 
idea for the committee, or have a topic you would like to hear about, contact 
Veterans Committee Chair, Alex Szwarc at aszwarc@ warmemorial.org.

PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE LEGACY AND VISION OF OUR  MISSION 
AND THE RESTORATION OF THE HISTORIC ALGER HOUSE.
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For the past 75 years, 
the striking 1910 Alger 
House, originally named 

The Moorings, has stood 
as the cherished abode of 
The War Memorial. Crafted 
by the skilled architect 
Charles A. Platt for Marion 
and Russell Alger, Jr., this 
architectural gem is proudly 
listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
Since 1949, the esteemed 
Grosse Pointe War Memorial 
Association has been 
honored to call this Italianate villa and its 
expansive grounds its home.
Embarking on a new chapter, we are 
thrilled to announce the establishment of 
the Historic House Fund, dedicated to the 
meticulous restoration and enhancement 
of the Alger House. Our inaugural Phase 
1 project will concentrate on water 
mitigation measures for the exterior, 
as well as the restoration of plaster, 
woodwork, and French doors within the 
house's interior. This crucial endeavor is 
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Historic House Fund

HISTORY CORNER
Easter has long held a special 
enchantment at The War Memorial, a 
tradition that stretches back to at least 
April 1953. Throughout the years, the 
holiday celebrations have taken on 
various forms, each contributing to the 
rich tapestry of memories.

In the early years, The Center Club took 
the lead, hosting events like the "Bunny 
Hop" and an Easter Parade, giving the 
community a chance to come together in festive spirit. 1956 saw the introduction of Ukrainian 
Easter Egg Decorating, a captivating affair guided by two expert Ukrainian women who not 
only provided detailed instructions but also showcased prize-worthy Ukrainian Easter eggs. 
Following their guidance, both adults and children enthusiastically participated in separate 
categories, vying for the coveted title of Most Beautiful Ukrainian Easter Egg. The event 
resonated so deeply with the community that it evolved into a beloved semi-annual tradition, 
which endured for decades. 1957 saw another celebration that added a puppet show in 
addition to the cherished Easter egg decoration contest.

By 1958, The Grosse Pointe Coterie embraced the Easter celebrations by sponsoring an 
elegant Easter dance, combining the pleasures of dining and dancing into a memorable 
evening. The evolution towards our modern-day Easter festivities began in 1997. The "Easter 
Bunny Brunch" emerged as a resounding success, resulting in a second date being added to 
accommodate the public demand.

set to breathe new life into this historic 
dwelling, ensuring its endurance for the 
next century.
We invite you to continue to support  
The War Memorial's mission to be a 
patriotic, cultural, and community  
leader for the next generations to  
come! For more information, and  
to contribute to the fund, visit  
www.warmemorial.org/housefund.
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His service to America did not 
go unnoticed at The War 
Memorial. 

In November, Dave Wigley was 
one of two World War II veterans 
honored at the nonprofits Veterans 
Day Breakfast. 
At the breakfast, The War Memorial 
remembered the bravery and 
sacrifices of our veterans. 
The event, attended by 
over 200 people, featured 
a speech from keynote 
speaker Army Brig. Gen. 
Michael Lalor. As part of his 
remarks, Lalor took time 
to acknowledge a couple 
World War II veterans in 
attendance, one of whom 
was Wigley.   
The 98-year-old Wigley has 
resided in Frankenmuth for 
nearly 60 years. His son-
in-law Brian Kaufman was 
the featured speaker at The 
War Memorial’s 9/11 Service of 
Remembrance last year. 
Born in Saginaw, Wigley graduated 
from Vassar High School in 1943. 
Recalling the attack on Pearl 
Harbor from Dec. 7, 1941, Wigley 
said a radio program featuring 
Jack Benny was interrupted on that 
Sunday night for an announcement 
about the news of the attack. 
Little did he know then, Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii was where Wigley 
would be stationed for the majority 
of his time in the Navy. 
Soon after being drafted in 1944, 
Wigley went to the U.S. Naval 
Station Great Lakes in Illinois. 
While not involved in combat 
during World War II, Wigley was a 
witness to a maritime incident that 

took place on May 21,1944 – the 
West Loch Disaster. The situation 
happened at Pearl Harbor U.S. 
Naval Base. The incident began 
following an explosion in a staging 
area for Landing Ships, Tank and 
other amphibious assault ships in 
West Loch. It’s estimated that more 
than 160 naval personnel died and 
nearly 400 were injured.  

“They were getting ready to 
send seven LSTs down to Saipan, 
preparing for the invasion,” he 
explained. “That never came 
about because these ships were all 
loaded with personnel and gear. 
They were sitting in the harbor and 
there was an ammunition shift and 
all seven of them blew up, loaded 
with personnel. It was horrible.” 
At the time of the incident, Wigley 
was stationed at a section base, 
next to Hickam Field, standing 
guard. He estimates he was about 
a mile and a half away from where 
the ships exploded. 
“We could feel it,” he said. “I knew 
it was something awful when it 
happened and something that you 
don’t want to experience.” 

While based in Pearl Harbor, 
Wigley said his responsibilities 
included doing night patrols on 
boats. 
“We’d eat at 6 in the evening and 
by 6:30, we’d be dispatched to our 
stations in the harbor which we 
would patrol during the night,” he 
said. “We slept on our boats. There 
were six men on a boat.”  
He explained that in peacetime, the 
boats were placed on battleships 
and used by captains to go from 
ship to shore. In wartime, they were 
converted to be utilized as patrol 
boats. 
“We also had to watch the harbor 
for the locals that would fish there,” 
Wigley said. “They would fish 
for Samoan crabs. They weren’t 
supposed to be fishing there and 
were arrested. What some did was 
place magnetic detonators on the 
hull of a ship and they could blow 
them up.” 
Reflecting on his service to 
America, some 80 years ago, 
Wigley views it as a growing-up 
period.  
“You go from being a boy to a man 
overnight,” he said. “I don’t view it 
as time that I lost.” 
After his discharge from the Navy 
in 1946, Wigley returned home to 
Vassar, which is where he lived until 
he moved to Frankenmuth in 1966. 
Wigley and his wife, Alice Wigley, 
married in 1958. The couple has 
two children, four grandchildren 
and one great-grandchild.  

World War II veteran honored 
as part of War Memorial’s 
Veterans Day gathering 

SERVICE SPOTLIGHT:

Dave Wigley is pictured in the bottom 
row in the middle. This photo was taken 
on May 1, 1944 at U.S. Naval Station Great 
Lakes in Great Lakes, Illinois.

World War II veteran Dave Wigley, is honored at 
The War Memorial’s Veterans Day Breakfast on  
Nov. 10, 2023.
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ENGAGE.
INSPIRE.
TASTE.

At The War Memorial we 
elevate the exploration 
of food and drink to an 
artform. Our upcoming 
series for the spring 
promises a fusion of 
hands-on experiences, 
exotic tastings, and 
culinary delights.

WINTER BRUNCH AND 
CONCERT SERIES
Chilly Sundays. Savory Sounds.
A perennial favorite, our Winter 
Brunch Series brings some of Metro-
Detroit's most talented musical artists 
to provide an unforgettable multi-
sensory experience. From sultry jazz 
vocals to delightful chamber music, 
we invite you to experience these 
harmonious collaborations between 
culinary mastery and exceptional 
musical performances.

JAZZ VOCALS
RAMONA COLLINS
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25

WHEN FRIDAY, MARCH 22
TIME 7:30pm
COST  VIP ticket $45, including an afterglow reception 

and a meet-and-greet with the artists
 General Admission: $35 | Military/Veteran: $25
 Student: $15

CHAMBER SOLOISTS OF DETROIT
Partners in Time — Simply Sublime!
Friends and colleagues are reunited as violinist  
Amy Schwartz Moretti, cellist Edward Arron, guest  
violist Ara Gregorian of E. Lansing, Michigan origin  
and pianist Pauline Martin present an inspiring program  
of masterworks for strings and piano by Dvořák, 
Mendelssohn and Martin.

WHEN SATURDAY, APRIL 6 

TIME 7:30pm
COST  General Admission: $25 in advance |  

$30 at the door 
Military/Veteran: $15 | Student: $10

TIME  Brunch at 11am, served 
upon arrival 
Concerts at 12:15pm

COST  Brunch and concert tickets 
$75

 Concert only $48

 (brunch not included)

  Full series of three events 
$280

One for the Foxes, featuring Dublin’s Tadhg Ó 
Meachair, Galway’s Dave Curley, and Denver’s Joanna 
Hyde, offers a mix of Irish and American folk music 
and song — both traditional and newly-composed 
striking a tasteful balance between the stories found 
in ballads across both sides of the Atlantic and the 
respective instrumental music traditions of these 
places.

JAZZ CLARINET
DAVE BENNETT
SUNDAY, APRIL 21

CHAMBER MUSIC
CHAMBER SOLOISTS  
OF DETROIT
SUNDAY, MARCH 10

DRINK ME, 
I'M IRISH!  
COCKTAIL 
CLASS
Tammy’s Tastings
MARCH 14 
7PM 

SOCIAL 
CONNECTIONS:  
WHISKEY 
CLASSIC
APRIL 12
7:30PM

EVENING  
WITH  
CHEF JOE 
PAXTON
APRIL 17
6:30PM

UPCOMING EXPERIENCES

For tickets, visit www.warmemorial.org/eventcalendar or call 313.881.7511
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SPORTS AND DANCE
FENCING SESSIONS 
April 1 – April 29
May 6 – June 10 (Omit 5/27)
June 17 – July 15

BEGINNER FENCING
Mondays, 6-6:45pm

INTERMEDIATE FENCING
Mondays, 6:50-7:35pm

ADULT FENCING
Mondays, 7:40-8:25pm

BALLROOM DANCING SESSIONS
February 27 – April 2
April 23 – May 28

BEGINNER BALLROOM BASICS
Tuesdays, 7-7:50

INTERMEDIATE BALLROOM BASICS
Tuesdays, 8-8:50

BELLYDANCE FOR EVERYBODY
Tuesdays, 7-8pm
February 27 – April 2
April 9 – May 14
May 21 – June 25

LINE DANCING
Wednesdays, 6-7pm
March 6 – April 10         

ARTS, CRAFTS,  
& HOBBIES 

 
NOURISH & SAVOR COOKING CLASS 
WITH MICHELLE BOMMARITO
Check the website for new dates!

LEARN TO PAINT LIKE BOB ROSS
Saturday, March 16 | 1-4pm 
Friday, April 19 | 6-9pm
Saturday, May 25 | 1-4pm
Friday, June 21 | 6-9pm

WATERCOLOR PAINTING
Wednesdays, 6:30-8pm
March 6 – April 17 (Omit 3/27)
May 15 – June 19

 
INTRO TO DRAWING
Mondays, 6:30-8pm 
March 4 – April 15 (Omit 3/25)
May 13 – June 24 (Omit 5/27)

IPHONE PHOTOGRAPHY  
WORKSHOP
Thursday, March 7 | 6-8pm

FUSED GLASS WORKSHOPS

FUSED GLASS WIND CHIMES
Thursday, March 7 | 6-8:30pm

FUSED GLASS CHARCUTERIE BOARDS
Thursday, April 25 | 6-8:30pm

BASIC BIKE MAINTENANCE  
WITH B3
Thursday, April 11 | 6:30 – 8:30pm
Thursday, May 30 | 6:30 – 8:30pm

YOUTH AND FAMILY 

 
GROWING GOURMETS COOKING 
CLASS WITH RAT2EE
Sunday, 11am-1pm, March 3
Saturday, 11am-1pm, April 27
Saturday, 11am-1pm, June 1

 
EXPLORING 2D ART:  
DRAWING & PAINTING
Mondays, 5:30 – 6:30pm
March 4 – April 15 (Omit 3/25)
May 13 – June 10 (Omit 5/27) (4-Week 
Session)

TUMBLEBUNNIES BALLET (AGES 3 – 5)
Wednesdays, 5:30 – 6pm
April 10 – June 5

TUMBLEBUNNIES GYMNASTICS  
(WEDNESDAYS)
April 10 – June 5
AGES 18mo – 3 | 6 – 6:30pm
AGES 3 – 5 | 6:35 – 7:05pm
AGES 5 – 7 | 7:10 – 7:40pm

TUMBLEBUNNIES GYMNASTICS  
(THURSDAYS)
April 11 – May 30
AGES 18mo – 3 | 5:30 – 6pm
AGES 3 – 5 | 6:05 – 6:35pm
AGES 5 – 7 | 6:40 – 7:10pm
AGES 8 – 10 | 7:15 – 7:45pm

 
EXPLORING MIXED MEDIA:  
KIDS ART WORKSHOPS

ST. PATRICKS DAY ART WORKSHOP
Sunday, 11am-1pm
March 17

CERTIFIED BABYSITTER TRAINING 
WITH OPTIONAL PET SITTER SAFETY 
Sunday, March 17 
9am – 3pm

FOR FULL DETAILS ON THE CLASSES AND ACTIVITIES LISTED ON THIS PAGE, 
PLEASE VISIT WWW.WARMEMORIAL.ORG/CLASSES OR CALL 313.881.7511

GROSSE POINTE

DRIVING 
SCHOOL

Classes run year-round — please visit  
www.warmemorial.org/drivertraining  

for a full list of sessions and  
attendance requirements.

EXTENDED TRAVEL

Visit www.warmemorial.org/travel 
for current trips and itineraries

The War Memorial travels the world! 

The War Memorial’s classes and activities are open to the public! Everyone is welcome — 
membership or residency is not necessary. We continue to offer new and engaging programing 
for all ages throughout the year. Be sure to visit our website for full details and calendar.

CLASSES 
& ACTIVITIES 

LIVE INSPIRED MAGAZINE6



D-DAY 80TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
COMMEMORATION

MEMORIAL DAY 
CEREMONY

UPCOMING PATRIOTIC 
CELEBRATIONS

EXTENDED TRAVEL

Campville USA returns to The War 
Memorial this summer!
Build, play, learn, and grow in our 
series of camps for kids and teens, 
ages 5+.
June through August. 

More details coming soon!
www.warmemorial.org/campville

SUMMERTIME DAY CAMPS FOR KIDS AND TEENS!

Visit www.warmemorial.org/travel 
for current trips and itineraries

The War Memorial travels the world! 

EARTH DAY CELEBRATION 
WITH JOE O’REILLY
Saturday, April 20

On Memorial Day we gather to pause and reflect 
on the selfless souls who gave everything to 
defend our freedoms.

The 80th Anniversary of D-Day will be observed 
in a special ceremony on the back lawn of the 
Alger House.

WHEN THURSDAY, JUNE 6 

TIME 6pm
COST  Free; pre-registration is required.

WHEN MONDAY, MAY 27

TIME 10am
COST  Free; pre-registration is required.

SIX MILE STRINGS
Saturday, March 16

MINI MAESTROS Family Concert Series
Mark your calendar for this fun Saturday morning series celebrating the 
magic of musical exploration and imagination! Mini Maestro’s events kick off 
at 9:30am with interactive crafts and an instrument petting zoo, where 
children get the chance to get up close and personal with instruments you 
can see on stage in the hands of pros during a concert. The concerts will 
begin at 10:30am and are sure to get families dancing, singing and making fun 
musical memories!

JOIN US THIS SPRING!

BUNNY 
BRUNCH
SUNDAY
MARCH 24
9:30AM & 12pm

Don't miss out on this year's helicopter egg drop!

For more information, visit  
www.warmemorial.org/bunnybrunch

MARCH | APRIL 2024 7



MAR 10
Winter Brunch Series
CLASSICAL BRUNCH: 
CHAMBER SOLOISTS 
OF DETROIT

APR 12
SOCIAL  
CONNECTION: 
WHISKEY CLASSIC

MAR 24
A War Memorial Tradition 
Returns
BUNNY BRUNCH

APR 21
Winter Brunch Series
JAZZ BRUNCH: DAVE 
BENNETT

MAR 10 &  APR 7 
Recalling Our Past and  
Exploring Our Future
GPAA — YOUR 
OLD MANSION

APR 14
GROSSE POINTE 
SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA

MAY 27
Honoring Our Heroes
MEMORIAL DAY 
CELEBRATION

MAR 16
Family Music Series
SIX MILE STRINGS

APR 17
AN EVENING  
WITH CHEF JOE

JUN 6
80th Anniversary
D-DAY  
CELEBRATION

MAR 22
ONE FOR  
THE FOXES

APR 20
Family Music Series
JOE O’REILLY  
AND FRIENDS

APR 6
CHAMBER SOLOISTS 
OF DETROIT

JUL 10 & 24
AUG 7 & 21
SUMMERFEST 
CONCERT SERIES

UPCOMING 
EVENTS
AT THE WAR MEMORIAL 
Information and tickets are available online!
www.warmemorial.org
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15000 Charlevoix Ave. 
Grosse Pointe Park • 313.821.5922 

www.makosbuilders.com

Nailing it for over 30 years 
The Man Behind The Hammer.

TRUST 
Makos Builders is based on trust  

and integrity.

PRICE 
Guaranteed estimates based on our 

experience and knowledge.

SATISFACTION 
Project completion on agreed upon date.

QUALITY 
All projects built with superior  

workmanship.

DEPENDABILITY 
5 Year Guarantee.

With over 30 years of experience as a Master Builder and Carpenter Steve knows the  
language and has the skills to create your dream home or renovation. Steve has  earned 
the reputation of honesty, integrity and reliability that is why Makos Builders offers a 
“Peace of Mind Policy”.

Grosse Pointe’s Most Experienced Master Carpenter & Builder

TRUST, QUALITY, CRAFTSMANSHIP ... GUARANTEED!

2024 Specials
1-4 months 50% Off * 
Reserve today!
*restrictions apply by location and unit size

50% Off!*
1-4 months

MAR 10
Winter Brunch Series
CLASSICAL BRUNCH: 
CHAMBER SOLOISTS 
OF DETROIT

APR 12
SOCIAL  
CONNECTION: 
WHISKEY CLASSIC

MAR 24
A War Memorial Tradition 
Returns
BUNNY BRUNCH

APR 21
Winter Brunch Series
JAZZ BRUNCH: DAVE 
BENNETT

MAR 10 &  APR 7 
Recalling Our Past and  
Exploring Our Future
GPAA — YOUR 
OLD MANSION

APR 14
GROSSE POINTE 
SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA

MAY 27
Honoring Our Heroes
MEMORIAL DAY 
CELEBRATION

MAR 16
Family Music Series
SIX MILE STRINGS

APR 17
AN EVENING  
WITH CHEF JOE

JUN 6
80th Anniversary
D-DAY  
CELEBRATION

MAR 22
ONE FOR  
THE FOXES

APR 20
Family Music Series
JOE O’REILLY  
AND FRIENDS

APR 6
CHAMBER SOLOISTS 
OF DETROIT

JUL 10 & 24
AUG 7 & 21
SUMMERFEST 
CONCERT SERIES

UPCOMING 
EVENTS
AT THE WAR MEMORIAL 
Information and tickets are available online!
www.warmemorial.org
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By Lauren McGregor

“We wanted 
something that 
matched the 

South African 
aesthetic of 
the kitchen 
and flowed 

seamlessly into 
the heart of the 

home.”

at homeat home  in the Pointesin the Pointes

T he Potts family, of Grosse 
Pointe Park, transformed 
their kitchen and foyer 

using a combination of Scandinavian 
minimalism and South African warmth.

First, they enlisted the design 
expertise of Rob Wood to make their 
kitchen dreams a reality. 

“We extended the kitchen by six feet 
and made it the center of the home,” 
says Charissa Potts.

It was important to Potts that the 
heart and soul of the home evoke 
the feelings she has about her home 
country.

“My family is from South Africa,” 
she says. “I wanted to bring some 
elements of that into the design. The 
kitchen backsplash and island feature 
mahogany, popular in South Africa.

“The way Rob designed it, it is built 

to be useful for entertaining and for 
efficiency,” says Potts. “I cook a lot. I 
have my own area of the kitchen. From 
behind the counter, I can cook and hold 
court.”

For the foyer, Potts worked with Paige 
Loperfido of Decor & More Designs in 
Grosse Pointe Farms. “I run my own 
business and like to support other 
women business owners,” says Potts, 
who is owner and Principal Attorney of 
Freedom Law, PC.

Potts had met the designer at the 
Junior League of Detroit’s Designers’ 
Show House, where Loperfido had 
designed a bedroom.

“Paige undersells what she provides. 
She is absolutely fantastic,” says Potts. 
“She handles everything, stays on top of 
contractors and is very communicative.”

For the foyer, Potts wanted something 
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313.884.9567                                                                                            www.robertwoodassociates.com 

Rober t  Wood &  Assoc ia tes
E l e g a n t  R e s i d e n t i a l  a n d  C o m m e r c i a l  D e s i g n

Above photo by Anthony 
Christian Photography; left and 
opposite photos by Kat Stevenson

Foyer and powder room design 
by Paige Loperfido, Decor & 
More Designs
Kitchen design by Robert Wood 
& Associates

P

that flowed seamlessly into the kitchen 
and matched the South African aesthetic 
of the space.

“We removed the existing wall 
moldings and ceramic tile and replaced 
them with this beautiful slatted wall 
system and natural slate flooring,” says 
Loperfido. “We continued the slate tile 
into the powder room and updated 
the vanity with a similar slatted style 
piece, deep blue paint color and a fun 
wallcovering.”

“I wanted African flavor weaved into 
every design. It’s who I am. Paige took 
that very seriously,” says Potts. “While 
I was on a trip to South Africa, she told 
me to find pieces and send her photos. 
She perfectly integrated what I bought.”

“Custom zebra hide ottomans and 
original artwork really helped pull 
everything together,” says Loperfido.

The home now has the perfect space 
for both working and entertaining, 
along with reflecting the family’s roots.

“It has worked out exactly as we 
hoped,” says Potts.
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By Lauren McGregor

Above, Paige Loperfido; left, 
Decor and More interiors 
throughout the Pointes

A fter working in federal law 
enforcement for seven years, 
Paige Loperfido, of Grosse 

Pointe Farms, made quite the career 
change.

“When I was working in law 
enforcement in Washington, I made 
an Instagram account called Decor and 
More Designs, featuring DIY projects 
in our home,” says Loperfido. “I was 
always interested in interior design, from 
childhood.”

In 2017, she started asking members 
of local moms’ groups in Washington if 
she could do design jobs for free to gain 
experience.

“When we 
had our first 
child, I made 
the hard 
decision to 
resign from law 
enforcement,” 
says Loperfido. 
The family 
returned to 
their Michigan 

roots in 2020 and Loperfido has been 
growing the business ever since — 
so much so, that Michigan Design 
Center invited her to be a featured 
designer. 

“It was an honor to be nominated 
for that,” she says.

Loperfido also participated in 
Junior League of Detroit’s Designers’ 
Show House in 2022. “It was a huge 
learning experience,” she says.

Today, Decor and More Designs 
offers it all – from virtual designs to 
purchasing to installation.

She is looking forward to a grand 
opening at her new office at 319 Fisher. 

“Having three kids at home is hard. 
Working in a coffee 
shop wasn’t working. 
It’s only been a few 
weeks in the new 
location, and it has 
been a game changer,” 
says Loperfido. 

The new space also 
allows her to take 
on much-needed 
employees for day-
to-day management. 
She looks forward to 
freeing up some of the 
workday to continue 
growing creatively and 
professionally.

“When I get full creative freedom, I use 
a lot of color and funky details. My style 
is transitional or traditional with a twist,” 
says Loperfido. “It is timeless, but with 
personality. I like matching the client’s 
personality to the space’s aesthetic.”

Some of her go-to design tools are bold 
wallpaper, decorative woodwork and 
picture molding. “Picture molding will 
never go out of style. It’s a great way to 
dress up an empty wall or a two-story 
foyer.”

One way of finding inspiration, she 
says, is choosing one object as the 
nucleus for the design. “A piece of 
artwork, a piece of décor. I will choose a 
single piece and then run with it.”

For those interested in working 
with Loperfido, the designer offers 

a complimentary 
‘discovery call.’

Learn more at 
decorandmoredesigns.
com.

Photos by Kat Stevenson
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313-859-1400313-859-1400
www.McCarverMech.comwww.McCarverMech.com

12-YEAR12-YEAR
LABORLABOR

WARRANTYWARRANTY

MCCARVER’S LUCKY 12'sMCCARVER’S LUCKY 12's
12-YEAR12-YEAR
PARTSPARTS

WARRANTYWARRANTY
12-YEAR12-YEAR

UNITUNIT
REPLACEMENTREPLACEMENT

Up to $4350
in savings on

Furnace &
A/C

Replacement
Restrictions may apply. Check with the office for

details. Offer expires on MARCH 31st, 2024.

Don’t miss out!Don’t miss out!

FREE
QUOTES!

FREE
QUOTES!

Photos by Kat Stevenson
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By Lauren McGregor

I f you can dream it, Floor 
Coverings International 
can install it. From the cozy 

character of a patterned wool runner 
to a full hardwood installation to 
intricate tilework, Ken and Amy Kish 
are passionate about making sure each 
client gets exactly what they envisioned.

The Grosse Pointe Park couple 
started the franchise in 2022. “We 
researched eight different franchises. 
Floor Coverings International was head 
and shoulders above the rest,” says Ken. 
“We shared the company’s values and 
were impressed by the way it provided 
support.”

One of the many benefits to the Floor 
Coverings International experience is 
the mobile showroom that pulls right up 
to your house.

“We have two mobile showrooms 
full of over 3,000 products, including 

hardwood, luxury vinyl, laminate, carpet 
and tile,” says Amy.

“It was a real need, to have a shop-at-
home experience,” says Ken. “It’s hard 
lugging samples back and forth.”

The focus is always on customer 
service. “We have the best customer 
service in the industry,” says Ken. “We 
work with any budget, any project size. 
And we always offer free consultations.”

On top of all that, the process is 
speedy. “More and more of the products 
are being made in the U.S.,” says Ken. 
“After an order is made, it’s usually 

delivered within a week, and then there 
is another week or two for installation.”

With the abundance of hardwood 
floors throughout the Pointes, the Kishes 
remind readers that Floor Coverings 
International also offers refinishing 
services.

Perhaps because of these old homes 
and the Michigan cold, their franchise’s 
carpet sales top all others. On the higher 
end of those options is wool. 

“Wool is a durable, hypoallergenic, all-
natural product and lasts a really long 
time,” says Ken. All of their products 
have impressive warranties, including 
their wide range of other carpet types.

“These aren’t like the carpets that 
people are replacing,” says Ken. “These 
are stain and fade resistant, better 
and longer lasting, with features like 
LifeGuard Technology.”

LifeGuard has a waterproof backing, 
making it very kid- and pet-friendly. 

“Liquid won’t get under the carpet,” 
says Ken. “It’s more hypoallergenic than 
hard surfaces. Dust settles in and stays 
in the carpet until vacuumed, rather 
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Celebrating over 100 
years in business!

Save

20%
on hundreds of 

designer fabrics, 
wallpaper, 

decorative trims & 
drapery hardware!

KITCHEN & BATH SHOWROOM

MON - FRI 9 - 5
 AND

BY APPOINTMENT

17139 KERCHEVAL

GROSSE POINTE, MICHIGAN

313-571-3385

@MAPLEANDMILLCO

MAPLEANDMILL.COM

P

Opposite, clockwise: mobile showroom; 
staircase carpeting by Floor Coverings 
International for Bargain Block; carpet sample; 
Ken and Amy Kish; opposite, below: Ken Kish 
at The Pointe’s Art Festival; flooring by Floor 
Coverings International for Bargain Block
Bargain Block and mobile showroom photos 
courtesy of Floor Coverings International; other 
photos by Lauren McGregor

than getting stuck in cracks.”
But speaking of hardwoods, new 

Design Associate Bella Harper 
comments on the current trend 
of “vintage modernism.” “It’s a 
combination of old and new,” says 
Harper. “We are getting out of the 
neutrals era and seeing darker walls with 
lighter floors.”

Not only did the franchise’s growth 
call for the addition of a third staff 

member, but Amy 
and Ken were also 
asked to take part in 
the popular HGTV 
show Bargain Block. 
They partnered with 
the remodeling team 
to make their flooring 
dreams a reality for 
seasons three and 
four.

The importance 
of long-lasting, high 
quality, beautiful 
flooring is personal to 

Amy. “I grew up in this house. We have a 
lot of history in Grosse Pointe,” she says. 
“It means a lot to own a business here. 
We are always coming across people we 
have a history with.” 

In fact, in that same house, the couple 
raised their three children and now 
regularly host their four — and soon six! 
— grandchildren.

“We always offer personal service,” 
says Ken. “We treat people the way we 
want to be treated, to give people what 
they want.”

For more information or a free in-
home consultation, call (313) 884-8145.
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Book Buzz

By Librarian Alexis Smith

Remarkably Bright 
Creatures
By Shelby Van Pelt

Marcellus, a giant 
Pacific octopus 
residing in the 
aquarium where Tova 
Sullivan works, flexes 
his clever mind at the 
reader as he begins 

piecing together clues about Tova’s 
missing son’s demise. Forming an 
unlikely friendship, the two find ways to 
communicate and enjoy one another’s 
company while Tova works the night 
shift.

Enter Cameron, a whiny, down-on-
his-luck kid who is trying to work out the 
kinks of adulthood. Responsibility does 
not come naturally to Cameron, and 
when he begins hunting for his biological 
father, he starts to understand that 
actions, regardless of intention, do have 
consequences.

Sword Catcher
By Cassandra Clare

An orphan, 
an outcast and 
an attempted 
assassination. Just a 
few elements Clare 
uses to bring her 
heroes together in the 

chaotic city of Castellane, where magic 
is outlawed and corruption is abundant. 
Kel is a sword-catcher, a body double for 
Prince Conor Aurelian, whom he loves 
like his own brother. Lin has magical 
abilities, and is therefore an outcast of 
the city. But as a physician, she cannot 
resist seeking out the sick and dying to 
help them.

The Ragpicker King, the criminal 
ruler of Castellane’s underworld, knows 
exactly what Kel and Lin want most, 
and entices them into his world of 
corruption. What will it take for our 
heroes to keep Castellane out of war?

The Waters
By Bonnie Jo 
Campbell

Delve into this 
captivating swamp 
setting (in Michigan, 
no less) to be enriched 
in Campbell’s vibrant 
descriptions and 
complex herbalist 

characters. A divided community 
with a scarred past upends the idyllic 
atmosphere of the island, “The Waters.” 
Only confronting scary truths of 
Campbell’s charming characters can 
bring the community back together. 

Black AF History
By Michael Harriot

“American history is black history.” 
Whitewashed, sugarcoated, rewritten, 
America’s backstory is in dire need 

of truth. Harriot, 
a homeschooled 
columnist whose 
work has appeared 
in the Washington 
Post, The Atlantic and 
more, brings in-depth 
research and skilled 
storytelling together. 
With brutal honesty 

and witty, lyrical writing, Harriot is 
bound to make you laugh out loud while 
also coming to terms with the horror 
laced in America’s legacy.

 
Never Whistle 
at Night: An 
Indigenous Dark 
Fiction Anthology 
By Shane Hawk

An anthology of 
indigenous dark 
fiction, these short 
stories are bound to 
have you sleeping 

with the lights on. Contextualized and 
introduced by beloved Stephen Graham 
Jones, this collection will wow you on 
every page. Each story is unique, and 
both celebrates various indigenous 
backgrounds as well as illustrates 
terrifying happenings that an ill-advised 
whistle might summon. Read this 
anthology to immerse yourself in diverse 
cultures, mythologies and spooky tales.

Top photo courtesy of University Libraries

L ibrarian Alexis Smith shares 
her list of must-reads for this 
spring.
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“Always true to my 
word and the  

confidences others  
place with me.”

LEWIS GAZOUL
“Proudly serving the 

real estate needs of the 
public with  

honesty, integrity  
and professionalism 
for over 42 years”

Lewis G. Gazoul 
Associate Broker

HOUR Magazine’s  
Top Real Estate Agents

Trust & Estate Homes Sale Advisor

Notary Public

(313) 318-2767
www.LewSellsHomes.com 

lewis@gazoul.com

1 Kercheval Ave 
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236

REAL ESTATE ONE

GOT A LIBRARY 
CARD? 
SEE WHAT’S 
NEW.
grossepointelibrary.org/get-a-card

Friends Bookstore
The Friends Bookstore is on 

the first floor by the building 
entrance of the Woods Branch. 
Inventory comes from two 
sources: Books removed from 
circulation by the library and 
books donated by generous 
individuals.  

The Bookstore is open during 
all normal library hours. 
Payment can be made to a 
Friends Volunteer, if present, or 
the Library Circulation Desk.

Come visit our comfortable 
and inviting space. All 
materials are $1.00, including:

• Hardcovers
• Paperbacks
• All children’s books
• Puzzles & games
• DVDs
• CDs
• Books on CD

Book Donations
Donations are accepted at the 

Woods Branch on the 1st and 
3rd Saturdays, 10am-1pm and 
the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 
5-7 pm. Visit gpfriends.org for 
donation guidelines.

Be a Friend
The Friends of the GPPL 

support important library 
programs such as Authors to 
the Pointe, Books on the Lake 
and Summer Reading. Your 
membership is key to that 
support.

Plus you will enjoy benefits 
such as early entry to sales, 
invitations to members only 
events and the opportunity to 
buy tickets early to in-demand 
Library events.

The Friends also offers many 
rewarding hands-on volunteer 
opportunities at community 
events and in the library!

You can renew or join via 
the membership page on our 
website!

$5 Book Sale
On the last Saturday of each 

month the Friends opens up 
our storage area to shoppers!  
Shoppers can fill a grocery 
bag from our large selection of 
books, CDs, DVDs and Puzzles 
for only $5.   The sales are 
held on the lower level of the 
Woods Branch from 10am - 
1pm.  Friends Members can 
shop starting at 9:30am.  Hope 
to see you there.

All proceeds go to the library.

Follow us on

Or online at gpfriends.org
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pointe feature

Welcome to the Fun!

Lochmoor Club
Tradition ◆ Family ◆ Friendships ◆ Fun 

Since 1917

For Membership Information, call 313.885.6966.

www.LochmoorClub.com •  1018 Sunningdale Drive, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236
P

By Lauren McGregor

Hippity hop to 
Small Favors

F rom sweet treats and cozy 
socks to games and books 
to plushes and beautiful felt 

baskets, Easter goodies abound at Small 
Favors in The Village.

Jellycat has become Small Favors’ 
number one seller and the store has 
stocked up on every color of Jellycat 
bunny imaginable for Easter. 

“The collection is ever expanding. It 
is such a fun thing to curate because 

it spans every 
holiday and age 
group,” says co-

owner Betsy 
Enders. “A 

and it’s never too early to 
think about Mom....

“We love helping people 
spoil their mothers,” says 
Malley.

“Since our very first store on 
Mack, the dads and kids fill it 
the Saturday before Mother’s 
Day,” says Enders. “It’s always 
fun to see the excitement for 
kids to pick out their very own 
present for mom.”

Favorites include jewelry 
with special messages for 
mothers, Barefoot Dreams 

customer bought a plush 
diamond ring for a newly 
engaged friend. We had someone 
buy the Jellycat flowers in a pot 
for someone in a nursing home.”

This year marks Jellycat’s 25th 
anniversary. To celebrate, the 
original Jellycat is also for sale in 
store.

“Plan ahead for Easter. It’s 
early this year and we know 
many families are going on 
trips,” says co-owner Kasey 
Malley. “We are focusing on 
Easter gifts that are travel-
themed and easy to take on 
vacation with you.”

In keeping with the travel 
theme, Enders and Malley 
anticipate a big year for clip-on 
Jellycats, perfect for luggage and 
backpacks.

Left, SCOUT and felt Easter 
baskets; right, Jellycat toys; 
below, Katie Loxton gifts for 
Mother’s Day

cardigans and blankets, engraved 
frames and Katie Loxton scarves and 
bags.

“SCOUT bags are a great gift to 
prepare for the summer months and 
travel,” says Malley. “The colors and 
prints make you feel happy but its also 
made for utility, especially for all the 
activities people in this community do in 
the coming months.” 

Visit Small Favors at 17112 Kercheval 
and online at shopsmallfavors.com, on 
Facebook and Instagram.
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pointe feature

Welcome to the Fun!

Lochmoor Club
Tradition ◆ Family ◆ Friendships ◆ Fun 

Since 1917

For Membership Information, call 313.885.6966.

www.LochmoorClub.com •  1018 Sunningdale Drive, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236
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Dining Guide
Amigos Street Tacos 
22428 Greater Mack, St. Clair Shores • (586) 218-7247
Amigos Street Tacos has been a huge hit since it opened its doors in June 2022. Serving breakfast, 
lunch and dinner 7 days a week, Amigos has welcomed hungry eastside customers looking for authentic 
homemade Mexican favorites. The breakfast menu at $5.00 each item features Huevos Rancheros (3 
eggs, grilled onions, cilantro and tomatoes) plus 4 other favorites. Quesadillas come in 3 choices: Chicken, 
California and BBQ chicken. Of course, they have Tacos, Gourmet Tacos and Burritos (all 6 choices each!) 
and the popular Bowls (5 choices). The most popular dish is Birria tacos! All are made with the freshest of 
ingredients including homemade guacamole and corn chips made fresh daily in-house. Handmade Mexican 
smoothies, fresh tomatoes, beans, house-made salsas and rice all seasoned with authentic Mexican spices. 
And on top of the all this are the 17 “AMIGO SPECIALS.” 25-year restaurateur Jose Perez and his staff are 
friendly and will accommodate any special request, and make suggestions for dishes to try. 

 

Hours: Mon-Sat 8am-10pm; Sun 8am-8pm

WE 
CATER!

FAMILY PACK - $40
2 - Burritos / 6 Tacos
1 Quesadilla
Beans - 12 oz • Rice 12 oz
Chips & Salsa

LUNCH COMBO - $12
2 - Tacos
Beans * Rice
Chips & Salsa 
Pop

Amore da Roma
3401 Riopelle, Detroit • (313) 831-5940
We are Detroit’s oldest eatery that delivers nostalgia via old-school décor & traditional Italian fare with mind-
blowing specialty cocktails. The Roma Café building was built by the Marazza Family in 1888. It served the 
vendors and farmers of Eastern Market and officially became Roma Café in 1890.

In 2017, then Executive Chef Guy Pelino decided to revitalize the property but continued the tradition of Roma 
and re-opened as Amore da Roma. It is a rich tradition of family and friends combined with delicious food and 
great wines. Enjoy the experience. We can’t wait to see you.
 

COME IN AND TRY OUR HOUSE-MADE SPECIALS!

Hours: Tue-Thu 11:30am-8pm; Fri-Sat 11:30am-9pm
Web: amoredaroma.com

Executive Chef 
Guy Pelino

Big Boy
20710 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods (1 blk. N. of Vernier) • (313) 886-1991
42 years in business and same proud owner who has served this community with pride! We are newly 
remodeled and we have a completely NEW look inside and out. You can still get your signature sandwiches, 
such as the Double Deck Big Boy and the Original Slim Jim, but also breakfast is served all day, as well as 
soups, salads & appetizers. Our menu has many specialty sandwiches, entrees, seafood specials desserts and 
more. We also serve our hand dipped shakes. We have a Senior Discount Program. Gift Cards are available.

•	 Dine in
•	 Carry out
•	 Curbside pickup
•	 Order online: 

NEWLY REMODELED AND READY TO SERVE YOU!

Hours: 8am-8pm daily
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Dining Guide

Bogart’z Food and Spirits!
17441 Mack Avenue, Detroit • (313) 885-3995
Bogart’z Food and Spirits was established in 2005 and was started by Gary Van Biervliet. Gary’s son, Jason, 
quickly began helping his dad out in the kitchen. Before he knew it, Jason realized that the kitchen of any 
restaurant is the main vein in the business. He later quit his second job to focus more on the dining experience. 
Seeing the passion that his son had to change and redevelop the business, Gary made an offer to his son to 
inquire about buying the restaurant from him. Jason accepted and saved up for a few years, working harder to 
make a down payment. After finishing culinary school at the Art Institute of Troy, and three years of hard work 
and savings, Jason’s vision of serving up delicious, real, honest food came true. Since the switch, Bogart’z 
has exemplified the eatery experience by mixing Detroit’s Eastern Market resources with in-house freshness 
and skill. From the infamous Bogart’z Burger, to the raved about Bread Knots, Bogart’z has become a hot spot 
right at Detroit’s Grosse Pointe border. Jason changed the name to Bogart’z Food and Spirits after expanding 
the menu to feature a larger variety of craft beer, wine and liquor. He is set on making the next 10 years even 
better and making Bogart’z a great staple for anyone looking to watch the game, grab a beer with a friend, 
enjoy a delicious pizza, or for anything in-between. We look forward to serving you soon!

Hours: Tue–Sat 3-11pm; Sun 4-9pm
Web: bogartzfoodandspirits.com

The Bricks Pizzeria
15201 Kercheval, Grosse Pointe Park • (313) 209-4229
Located in the heart of the Park, The Bricks serves up hand-tossed and wood-fired Neapolitan Style pizzas 
alongside Italian fare. House-made pastas are a real fan favorite, in addition to weekly features and desserts. 
An impressive beverage program boasts an extensive, worldly wine list with house cocktails, local beer, and 
more. With a spacious dining room, all season patio, and legendary arcade, what’s not to love? It’s always lit at 
The Bricks! 
 

BRING THE BRICKS TO YOU! OUR MOBILE PIZZA OVEN IS AVAILABLE TO BOOK 
FOR ALL OF YOUR PARTIES AND EVENTS. VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE DETAILS. 

 

Hours: Tue-Sat 5-9pm; closed Sun & Mon
Web: thebrickspizzeria.com

Blufin Sushi ... FULL-SERVICE BAR!
18584 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Farms • (313) 332-0050
Blufin is located on Mack just south of Moross. We have a great atmosphere in a cozy setting. At Blufin, we 
offer fresh, healthy foods using only the finest ingredients. We offer a wide variety of sushi, including our 
signature rolls like the California, Las Vegas and Grosse Pointer made with only the freshest Alaskan King 
Crab. All our rolls are plated with amazing artistry. Also on our menu are entrees such as Teriyaki Chicken, Pan 
Seared Scallops, Mongolian Beef, fried rice and tempura vegetable. Blufin Sushi has so many items to choose 
from we can’t list them all. We also offer salads, soups, sliders, desserts and a kids menu consisting of chicken 
fingers, grilled chicken, Kids Sushi, etc. We have a full-service bar serving sake, wine, beer and cocktails. 

Happy Hour
Monday - Thursday

2:30-5:30pm

Hours: Mon-Sat 11:30am-10pm, Sun 4-10pm
Web: WWW.BLUFINSUSHI.COM
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Dining Guide
Champs Rotisserie & Seafood
20515 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods (3 blks. S. of Vernier) • (313) 886-7755
Champs is located on Mack just three streets south of Vernier. Our soups, sauces and dressings are 
housemade daily using only the freshest ingredients from Michigan companies when possible. Champs is 
known for its Rotisserie Ribs and Chicken, served with our homemade BBQ sauce for which Champs has been 
known for the past 55 years since it was the BBQ House of Grosse Pointe. We also offer an exquisite variety 
of seafood, salad entrees, sandwiches, appetizers and a full children’s menu. We also offer daily specials that 
we have become known for. For those warm nights, enjoy our patio with a big screen TV or you may choose 
to stay inside and snuggle by our beautiful fireplace. With this unique atmosphere, comes a full-service bar to 
make your dining experience complete. Call ahead on those busy days for a carry-out. Our specially designed 
carry-out boxes will ensure your food gets home fresh and hot. We will cater your next event. Call and speak to 
one of our catering specialists. Order off our catering menu or create your own. 

BOOKING PRIVATE PARTIES ON THE HEATED PATIO. 
FROM OUR KITCHEN TO YOURS, WE CAN HANDLE ANY OF YOUR CATERING NEEDS!

Hours: Sun-Thu 3-9pm; Fri-Sat 3-10pm
Web: www.ChampsRotisserie.com

Heated/enclosed 
outdoor patio!

Da Edoardo - Grosse Pointe
19767 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods • (313) 881-8540
Da Edoardo Grosse Pointe has been a place for families to gather since 1978. Enjoy traditional Northern Italian 
Cuisine and quickly become family at Da Edoardo. For over forty years the Barbieri family has taken great pride 
in the fact that they have cared for generations of families. Children that once came in are now bringing their 
children to dine at Da Edoardo. Customers quickly become family here and they are treated as such. Nestled 
in Grosse Pointe Woods, the décor truly makes guests feel that they are dining at a true Italian restaurant. 
The booths are wrapped in deep mahogany, leather and the wooden beamed ceilings make the space cozy 
and comfortable. Eclectic Italian art adorns the rustic brick walls while fireside booths provide a romantic and 
intimate setting. During the warmer months the restaurant’s patio is perfect for enjoying a meal al fresco.
 

Dinner for Two with Bottle of Wine $65.95*
*Mon-Thu see menu for details

Hours: Mon closed; Tue-Thu 4-9pm; Fri-Sat 4-10pm; Sun 4-8pm; 
	  Live Music Fri 6-9pm
Web: daedoardo.com

Frontera Grill — New Owners!
15318 Jefferson, Grosse Pointe Park • (313) 332-0037
Frontera Grill features authentic Mexican cuisine, adding the culinary touch of other traditions and flavors, and 
excels in the combination of flavors of home cooking. Everything is freshly prepared every day. Breakfast, lunch or 
dinner — or even “Grab & Go” — Frontera has you covered. Breakfasts include quesadillas, burritos, chilaquiles 
or just eggs and turkey sausage. For lunch burritos, tacos and quesadillas go without saying, but burgers...at a 
Mexican place? Sure enough, Frontera offers its on namesake burger as well as the Diablo and BBQ varieties. For 
dinner, you won’t want to miss Frontera’s many specialities, including Carne Assada, Grilled Chicken, Chimichanga 
and Birria, Fish or Shrimp Taco Dinners. While waiting for your entree, you might want to try Frontera’s Botana, 
Choriqueso Dip with Chips or Chips & Salsa, Queso or Guacamole. Desserts include Tiramisu, Chocolate or Tres 
Leches Cakes, Churros, Flan and ice cream. When you come to Frontera, bring an appetite!

HOME OF THE $3 TACOS!

Hours: Mon-Sat 9am-10pm; Sun 9am-8pm

WE 
CATER!
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(586) 463-2671  |  36470 JEFFERSON AVE.
HARRISON CHARTER TWP.  |  TERRYSTIME.COM

(248) 541-1186  |  318 S. MAIN ST.
ROYAL OAK  |  TOMSOYSTERBAR.COM

(248) 268-1939  |  316 S. MAIN ST.
ROYAL OAK  |  ALEMARYSBEER.COM

(248) 541-1186 | 318 S. MAIN ST. 
ROYAL OAK | TOMSOYSTERBAR.COM

(248) 268-1939 | 316 S. MAIN ST. 
ROYAL OAK | ALEMARYSBEER.COM

(586) 463-2671  |  36470 JEFFERSON AVE.
HARRISON CHARTER TWP.  |  TERRYSTIME.COM

(248) 541-1186  |  318 S. MAIN ST.
ROYAL OAK  |  TOMSOYSTERBAR.COM

(248) 268-1939  |  316 S. MAIN ST.
ROYAL OAK  |  ALEMARYSBEER.COM

(586) 463-2671 | 36470 JEFFERSON AVE. 
HARRISON CHARTER TWP | TERRYSTIME.COM

(586) 463-2671  |  36470 JEFFERSON AVE.
HARRISON CHARTER TWP.  |  TERRYSTIME.COM

(248) 541-1186  |  318 S. MAIN ST.
ROYAL OAK  |  TOMSOYSTERBAR.COM

(248) 268-1939  |  316 S. MAIN ST.
ROYAL OAK  |  ALEMARYSBEER.COM

(248) 545-1940 | 312 S. MAIN 
DOWNTOWN ROYAL OAK

RittsHospitality.com



66 M A R C H - A P R I L  2 0 2 4    |    G R O S S E  P O I N T E  M A G A Z I N E

Dining Guide
Irish Coffee Bar and Grill HOME OF THE ORIGINAL BAR BURGER!
18666 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Farms • (313) 881-5675
Irish Coffee Bar and Grill has been a staple on Mack Avenue in Grosse Pointe Farms for 43 YEARS, notable 
for their fantastic bar burgers (1/3 lb ground rounds) and numerous coffee cocktails. Three high-definition TVs 
make this neighborhood bar a great place to watch the game. Swing by after the game or any entertainment 
event in the area, bring your ticket stub and your burger is only $4.95 with purchase of a beverage! This 
family-owned restaurant is a great spot for young and old, and there is something on the menu for everyone. 
The homemade onion rings are a local favorite, and the fresh and hand-battered yellow-belly perch is 
particularly popular among seafood lovers. Corned-beef sandwiches top off the menu with a true, Irish flare, 
not to mention our crispy chicken and Philly sandwiches. All our menu items are available for carry-out!

Hours: Sun-Mon 5-11pm
Grill open until midnight Fri&Sat

HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY!

BEST
BEST

of the

20        23

Best Burger ...
2 years in a row!

Little Tony’s Lounge — VOTED #1 CHILI IN DETROIT!
20513 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods • (313) 885-8522
Little Tony’s is Grosse Pointe’s favorite Bar & Grill. A place where families and friends have gathered for 53 
years for great food and good cheer. Cozy, quaint and warm. A real neighborhood bar, where locals meet 
and everyone really does know your name. Serving only the freshest of Ground Rounds (never frozen), Little 
Tony’s has made a name for itself as “the place” to go on the east side for Great Burgers. Cooked to order and 
served with an array of extras, you are sure to have your burger craving satisfied here. Our extensive bar is 
complemented by a great selection of beers, liquor and wines. Dine on our beautiful, open-air patio during the 
summer months. Tony, Ellen, Tony Jr. and Jack are keeping up the tradition of serving the “Best Burgers on the 
Eastside.” So stop in, they would love to serve you! 

Lunch Specials $9.95
Tues-Fri Noon - 3:00pm
Happy Hour Tues-Fri 3:00pm - 6:00pm
Hours: Tue-Sat Noon-10pm
Web: www.littletonyslounge.com

Jack, Tony and Tony are here 
to serve you!

Luxe Bar & Grill
115 Kercheval, Grosse Pointe Farms • (313) 924-5459 or (313) 821-4389
Now in our 10th year, we are so grateful that we were able to be here for our community over this time and, 
of course, we are incredibly grateful that you were so supportive of us. We couldn’t have made it through this 
time without you all! Now let’s get back at it! We believe the character of a bar is its patrons, and we welcome 
all seeking food, company and friendly conversation to enjoy our charmed local bar. An eclectic menu features 
fantastic Prime Burgers on homemade brioche buns, as well as scratch soups, salads and entrées, including 
chicken, salmon, lamb chops and steaks in a variety of different daily preparations. Please be patient with us 
as we, and our loyal suppliers, continue to return to normal amid labor and supply challenges impacting all of 
us. 

Carryout and curbside pickup available.

Hours: Daily Mon-Fri 11am-midnight; Sat 9am-midnight; Sun 9am-10pm
Brunch: Sat & Sun 9am-2pm
Web: www.luxebarandgrill.com
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Mack Avenue Grille — It’s a destination!
19841 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods • (313) 886-0680
As the Mack Avenue Grille enters its 10th year by kicking things up a notch by offering premium beers 
premium wines by the glass — Caymus and Quilt to name but a couple — along with their full-service bar. 
And the highlights of their popular brunches are their unique Bloody Marys and, of course, fresh squeezed 
Mimosas available nowhere else on The Avenue! Mack Avenue Grille also offers a full-service bar, perfect 
for the holidays! Of course, they are not forgetting what made Mack Avenue Grille more than a diner. They 
will continue to offer three homemade soups du jour or freshly homemade chili daily, burgers and all manner 
of diner sandwiches, fresh-squeezed orange juice and three-egg, whipped omelets of all combinations. 
All ingredients are fresh — no frozen fish here! Mack Avenue Grille: It’s so much more than a diner. It’s a 
destination!
 

ORDER ONLINE FOR CARRY OUT AND CURBSIDE PICKUP!

Hours: Mon-Sat 9am-8pm, Sun 9am-3pm
Web: mackgrille.com

Dining Guide

Mike’s on the Water 
Located in Michigan Harbor/Colony Marine
24600 Jefferson, St. Clair Shores • (586) 872-2630
Just north of 9 1/2 Mile

Stay tuned: www.mikesonthewater.com

Count down 
to the 2024 Season!

See you back here 

Tuesday, April 2nd, 4pm!

Your host, Mike LeFevre

If you build it they will come, but you better be 
good when they come.

— Mike LeFevre

Nothing Bundt Cakes — New in the Neighborhood!
17012 Kercheval, Grosse Pointe • (313) 435-0437
Your friends and family will be “hoppy” to see you when you walk in with this adorable cake! Decorated with 
plush bunny ears, velvet feet and a cute little carrot, this cake is perfect for any Spring celebration. 

Nothing Bundt Cakes is on Yelp’s most loved brand list for 2023. From “Happy Birthday” to “Just Because” 
moments, Nothing Bundt Cakes is all about bringing JOY to our guests. Our handcrafted cakes are available in 
a variety of delicious flavors and sizes.
 

CUTE AS A COTTONTAIL

Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-8pm; Sat 10am-8pm; Sun 10am-2pm
Web: www.nothingbundtcakes.com
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Dining Guide
The Pepperoni Bar and Grille
22411 Greater Mack, St. Clair Shores • (586) 774-3998
As its name implies, Pepperoni Grille is a cheerful spot set in a welcome, casual atmosphere. The eatery 
features a small bar and dining room on one side of the central open kitchen, and a second dining room on the 
other side. It offers notable pizza along with a number of popular dishes from Calamari and Chicken Picatta to 
Filet Mignon and New York Strip Steaks. The staff is friendly and courteous. The full bar offers wine, liquor and 
beer. Tuesday is half-off pizza all day, dine in or carry out. Come see our remodel and have dinner! We 
are so excited! Make TONIGHT date night! (Reservations recommended.)

WEDNESDAY PASTA NIGHT FOR 2 — $54.99*
Your choice of 2 pasta dishes and a bottle of our house Chardonnay, Cabernet, Merlot or Pinot 
Grigio. All pasta dishes are cooked to order and served with a houses salad or a cup of soup. 
*Subject to change.

Hours: Sun-Mon-Closed; Tue-Thu 4-9pm; Fri-Sat 4-10pm
Web: www.pepperonigrillescs.com

Sidecar Slider Bar/Shift Kitchen & Cocktails 
– The Village 17051 Kercheval Ave., Grosse Pointe

Sidecar Slider Bar: You will always feel welcome from the second you sit down. Sidecar’s menu is 
simple yet tasteful — focusing on quality custom sliders, hot dogs and sides. Simply put, Sidecar is your 
neighborhood watering-hole with good beer, good food and good people. 

Shift Kitchen & Cocktails: “Meet us at the Bar.” Shift is a romantic lounge focused on craft cocktails, 
thoughtfully arranged small plates, and an impressive wine by the glass list. Join us for daily happy hour!

TWO COMPLETELY UNIQUE EXPERIENCES UNDER ONE ROOF

Hours: Sidecar Slider Bar: Mon-Sun 11am–2am 
 Shift Kitchen & Cocktails: Check website for current hours of operation
 
Web: www.sidecarsliderbar.com/grosse-pointe
 www.shiftbirmingham.com

Telly’s Place — Celebrating 40+ Years! 
20791 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe Woods • (313) 881-3985
As a staple of the Grosse Pointe Woods neighborhood since 1982, Telly’s isn’t your normal bar and grill. Walk in off 
Mack and you’ll instantly notice that with 40+ years of history, a sense of warmth, friendliness and contemporary 
atmosphere abounds. Everyone is welcome at Telly’s. Everyone is family at Telly’s. Owners and native Grosse 
Pointers Ty and Jimmy are committed to bringing you the atmosphere, quality and service that has made Telly’s an 
institution. 

Monday - $6 Margaritas
Wednesday - $8 Martinis

Lunch Specials $9.95

Hours: Mon-Sat 11am-Close; Sun Noon-Close;
 Kitchen closes at 10 p.m.

Web: tellysplace.com 
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Dining Guide
The Continental at Ford House
1100 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Shores • (313) 884-4222
Experience the lakeside restaurant at the historic estate of Edsel and Eleanor Ford, with gorgeous views of Ford 
Cove on Lake St. Clair. The food is as extraordinary as the setting, featuring a modern twist on classic American 
fare. The menu features classics like the Maurice Salad and baskets of popovers, as well as fresh seasonal 
entrees and salads. A full bar is available, and we serve lunch, dinner, and Sunday brunch. Take a meal to go 
from The Speedster counter and enjoy a picnic on the estate. Ford House members receive a 20% discount 
on all food purchases.

Reservations recommended. 

Hours: Lunch: Tue-Sat 11am-3pm; Dinner: Thu-Sat 4-8pm; Brunch: Sun 10am-4pm 
(Closed Mondays)
Web: www.fordhouse.org 

Watermark Bar & Grille @ Jefferson Beach Marina
24420 Jefferson Ave., St. Clair Shores • (586) 777-3677
Watermark’s extensive menu and hand crafted premium cocktails make it your year-round waterfront 
destination. Enjoy the signature lobster mac and cheese in our dining room or a shrimp po’ boy by the water 
on the largest patio on the nautical mile! Live entertainment returns on Thursdays with other nights coming 
soon. Host your next event at the Watermark! Our banquet room boasts a glass wall allowing for a
picturesque waterfront view for your wedding, corporate events, or any other special occasion. Whether 
you’re hosting 50 or 150, we do it all to make your event a success. Located in the heart of the Nautical 
Mile in St. Clair Shores, Watermark is open 6 days a week for lunch and dinner along with Breakfast 
Sunday morning.

OPEN YEAR-ROUND FOR INDOOR DINING, BANQUETS AND CARRY OUT!

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for the latest news including updates.

Hours: Closed Mondays. Tue-Sat Noon-10pm; Sun 9am-9pm
Web: www.watermarkbarandgrille.com

The Whiskey Six — Under New Ownership!
 646 St. Clair Ave., Grosse Pointe • (313) 939-2403
Located in The Village of Grosse Pointe, The Whiskey Six is a family friendly gastropub that serves great 
food alongside classic cocktails, craft beer and boasts a well provisioned wine cellar. The name and 
establishment pay homage to a day when Detroit was the nation’s rum-running port. Under new owner 
Dino Ropotos, the emphasis is on not just fine whiskey, wine and craft beers, but also on a friendly, family 
environment with great menu items — including amazing Salads and Shareables (Butter Board, Caprese 
Bites, Lettuce Wraps) Burgers and Tacos (including the crowd-pleasing Smokehouse Burger), Pastas, Pizzas 
and unforgettable Entrees, including Filet Mignon, Atlantic Salmon, Pork Chop Marsala, Fish and Chips, 
Kabobs, Octopus Char Grilled, Chicken Milanese and Hunan Shrimp. Menu prices range from $10-$39. 
Keeping with the emphasis on families with a menu for kids as well. Clearly, there is something for everyone 
at The Whiskey Six, including the atmosphere!

Hours: Closed Mondays. Tue-Sun 4-10pm; 
Web: www.thewhiskeysix.com
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It’s a gin joint.
It’s an eatery.

It’s a destination!
17441 Mack Ave. 

Detroit, MI
313-885-3995

New Hours:
Tuesday - Saturday

3pm to 11pm
Sunday

4pm to 9 pm

 ... the untold story
By John Minnis

W hen Jason VanBiervliet 
graduated from Grosse 
Pointe North in 2002, 

it was natural for him to work in the 
family’s longtime collision shop, Van 
& Son, on Mack at Neff. But when his 
parents bought the former Captain’s bar 
next door in 2005, his career trajectory 
changed.

 “I’ve been 
working here since 
I was 21,” recalls 
Jason, now 39. 
“I would work in 
the shop during 
the day and in the 
bar at night. I was 
dropping fries 
one day and the 
next thing I knew 
they threw me on 
the grill. People 
started asking me 
to cook their food, 
because I liked to 
do a good job. I take a lot of pride in my 
presentation.”

Individual customer service remains a 
tradition at Bogart’z to this day.

Originally called “Bogart’z Sports 
& Music Café,” Jason changed it to 
“Bogart’z Food & Spirits” when he 
bought the business in 2013. While 
customers still watch sports on new 
(bigger) TVs added this year, and 
spirits remain a big part of the Bogart’z 
lineup along with craft beers and their 
own Bogey’s Blonde Ale, food became 
a major emphasis with Jason. His 
made-in-house “bar food” — burgers, 
wings, onion rings, hand-cut fries, etc. 
— became “upscale,” a cut above typical 
gin joints.

“I remember my father calling me 
into his office when I was working at 
the shop,” Jason says. “A customer 
was telling him how he doesn’t go to 
Bogart’z because it was the same as all 
the bars. Those words still ring in my 
ears. He expected me to fix that.”

He did that by attending culinary 
school in the morning, working in the 

shop in the afternoon and in the kitchen 
at night. 

Along the way, he tore off the dated 
dark paneling on the front of the 
building and inside, exposing the classic 
loft-style brick, built the patio out back 
(which was a godsend years later during 
the pandemic) and expanded the arcade 

area for families. 
He did this all with 
the help of friends 
— and a patio tent 
from Allemon’s up 
the street.

The business was 
doing well ... until 
the pandemic hit. 
“2020 was probably 
our best year,” 
Jason recalls, “until 
everything shut 
down.” But, with 
his mother Leslee’s 
help, Bogart’z 
survived. Leslee 

was an old hand in the bar back in the 
day, and since Jason worked his way 
from the bottom up, he knew all the jobs 
required to run the business and was 
not afraid to where many hats. 

(Jason is grateful for his friend’s 
Cyber Tooth Media promotional work 
for helping get through the tough 
times.)

While the return of lunch service 
depends (for now) on getting the right 
team in place, Bogart’z night crowd is 
back, especially on Wednesday night 
with 1/2 off wine and trivia presented by 
Quizzo Detroit. Bogart’z also offers 1/2 
off pizza on Tuesday and happy hour 
from 3-6 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday.

“I like visually appealing food,” Jason 
says. “I’m not just serving you a burger 
or whatever, I’m giving you a piece of 
my art. The beauty is being the owner 
and the chef and the creative force, 
I can do whatever I want. So if I see 
something I’m inspired by, I’ll create it.”

That is what makes Bogart’z a 
destination and the beginning of a 
beautiful friendship. P

Jason 
VanBiervliet
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.WCCCD.EDU OR CALL 313-962-7150

WCCCD’s Mary Ellen Stempfle University Center offers bachelor’s and master’s degrees along with a Doctor of Education 
program through partnerships.  In addition, select WCCCD academic course offerings are available.  Conveniently located  

in Harper Woods at 19305 Vernier Road, this facility offers easy access to both 8 Mile Road and the I-94 expressway.

• Bachelor of Science in 
Criminal Justice • Bachelor of Science in Mortuary Science 

• Bachelor of Science in Welding and 
Metallurgical Engineering Technology

• Bachelor of Science in  
Business Administration –  
Human Resource Management  

• Bachelor of Science in  
Aging Studies

• Bachelor of Nursing 

• Bachelor of Applied Science* 

• Bachelor of Business 
Administration*

• Master of Business Administration 

• Bachelor of Business Administration  
with concentrations in: 

         - Accounting 
        - Computer Information Management 
        - Management

• Bachelor of Science in Information 
Technology (BSIT) 

• Bachelor of Science in Information Technology 
- Concentration in Cybersecurity (BSIT-Cyber) 

• Master Gardener Training 

• Fruit and Vegetable Crop 
Management - Certificate 

• Landscape Management -  
Certificate

• Bachelor of Science in Network 
Management and Security 

• Bachelor of Science in  
Medical Case Management

*ONLINE PROGRAM

• Doctor of Education

19305 VERNIER ROAD, HARPER WOODS, MI 48225

EARN YOUR BACHELOR’S, MASTER’S OR DOCTORAL DEGREE CLOSE TO HOME!

ONE VISION, ONE DISTRICT, ONE COLLEGE

CURTIS L. IVERY 
DOWNTOWN CAMPUS 

1001 W. Fort St. 
Detroit, MI 48226 

313-496-2758

DOWNRIVER 
CAMPUS 

21000 Northline Rd. 
Taylor, MI 48180 
734-946-3500 

EASTERN 
CAMPUS 

5901 Conner St. 
Detroit, MI 48213 

313-922-3311

NORTHWEST 
CAMPUS 

8200 W. Outer Drive 
Detroit, MI 48219 

313-943-4000

TED SCOTT 
CAMPUS 

9555 Haggerty Rd. 
Belleville, MI 48111 

734-699-7008

MARY ELLEN STEMPFLE 
UNIVERSITY CENTER 

19305 Vernier Rd. 
Harper Woods, MI 48225 

313-962-7150

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.WCCCD.EDU OR CALL 313-496-2600

GPMag_MESUC_FCHP_10-11-21_FINALx.qxp  10/19/21  1:13 PM  Page 1
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My name is Aria. I’m the youngest of four children and 
I’m the only girl. I love to look at my brothers play with 
their toys. They’re really funny to me. I smile and laugh 
throughout my day and, of course, I take lots of naps 
to get my beauty rest. My favorite song is “Barbie Girl.” My dad plays it 
every day for me. I’m already following in my brothers’ footsteps by taking 
swimming lessons. Kicking and splashing in the water is my favorite.

MeetMeet  AriaAria
Birthdate:

September 5, 2023

Parents:

Robbie Sr. and Andrea Drain

Name:

Aria Drain

What do you want to be when you grow up?

A scientist

Sport

Basketball

Name: Robbie Drain Age: 7

Parents: Robbie Sr. and 
           Andrea Drain

Siblings: Two brothers 
and a sister

City: 
Grosse Pointe Woods

City: Grosse Pointe Woods

My name is Robbie Drain. I’m an athlete and I love to play sports. My favorite 
two are basketball and flag football. I’ve been in swim lessons since I was six 
months old. I enjoy traveling with my family. So far my favorite two states are 
Florida and California because I love to be warm.

Who is your hero and why?

My mom because she 
teaches me everything 
and my dad for coaching 
me in sports.

MeetMeet Robbie Robbie

AAboutbout AriaAria

Favorite Toy:

Purple monkey 
rattle

Cute Fact:

I wear pretty bows every day.

Sibling:

Three brothers

AboutAbout RobbieRobbie

School: Monteith 
Elementary School

Favorites
Food

Pizza
School Subject

Gym

Vacation

Disney World
Outdoor Activity

Bike riding
Book

“There was an Old Lady Who 
Swalled a Bat”

Family Activity

Travel

What is your favorite thing about going to school?

Getting to learn different things in 
my special classes (Gym, Library, 
Art, Music)

Photos by Maurice Hogan, 31 and Up Media
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ASSUMPTION NURS
ERY SCHOOL AND TODDLER CENTER

WEEKLY THEMES

Artistic Expression - Use a variety of art mediums
and techniques to create and inspire!
 

Extraordinary Sites - Discover the Seven Wonders
of the World and enjoy cultural dance, art, and
food.
 

Awesome Inventions - Design and create a useful
device or simple machine!

Imagination Theater - Use creative expression and
build self-confidence performing on the stage. 

Let’s Get Physical - Learn about the importance of
physical fitness and sporting activities that
encourage teamwork.

Figure it Out - Use critical thinking and problem-
solving skills while participating in independent and
collaborative STEM activities.

The Great Outdoors - Learn about the Great Lakes
and recreational activities in our beautiful state!

Lost in Space - Create our solar system, chart the
galaxy, or race balloon rocket ships!

HIGHLIGHTS

Sport clinics 

Expert-led STEM experiences 

Pottery workshop 

Professional art instruction 

Nature photography and gardening
 

Live animal experience

Enjoy Daily 
Art, Music, Science, Language Arts,

Sports, Creative Movement, 
Assemblies, Guest Speakers, and

more!

Get ready to engage in activities that inspire creativity!

Summer 2024

Enroll for the entire 10-week program or choose one session. 
Session I: June 10-July 12            Session II: July 15- August 16

Youth Camp (ages 7-10) 
Early Childhood Camp (ages 1-6)

Registration begins March 11, 2024Registration begins March 11, 2024

Family Activity

Travel
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pointe teen

Name	    Mia Pyenta

Age	    18

City	    Grosse Pointe

School   University Liggett School

Parents  Kimberly and Mike Pyenta

Mia’s
Favorites
School Subject 

Science
Book 

Crescent City
Show 

Criminal Minds
Musical Artist 

MGMT
Vacation 

Park City or Italy
Extracurricular Activity 

Skiing
Hobby 

Drawing, skiing, sailing, swimming, 
rock climbing and readingIf you could have three wishes granted, what 

would they be?
1. Cure for diseases
2. The ability to visit any world of my choosing, real 
or fake
3. Be able to speak all languages
What accomplishment are you most proud of?
Using my lifeguard training to help save others. When I went on 
a trip to Europe with my school last summer, a woman collapsed 
at the Eiffel Tower, and a classmate of mine and I helped her. 
Once at a concert two years ago, someone collapsed and I had to 
provide aid. A few summers ago, friends and I were swimming 
off the dock in Lake St. Clair at night. One of my friends had a 
seizure and started to go under. My lifeguard training kicked in 
and I helped her to the dock and my friends helped her out of 
the water.
What unique skill do you possess and what would you like 
to learn?
My favorite skill that I possess is my ability to think quickly and 
react accordingly. Something I want to learn is how to be a better 
dancer.
If you could go anywhere in the world, where would you go?
Switzerland
Where do you see yourself in five years?
Working toward obtaining the needed education to work in the 
forensic field. 

About  
Mia

MeetMeet    
MiaMia

“I love the outdoors, reading, music, sports 
and traveling. Currently, I am a senior at 
University Liggett School and plan to attend 
the University of Michigan in the fall. I hope 
to pursue a career in forensic science because 
I find it interesting. I am also a huge college 
football fan. My favorite team is the University 
of Michigan Wolverines. I’m a lifeguard at the 
Country Club of Detroit and also a babysitter.”
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It’s Springtime ...Get Hopping!

Small Favors
G I F T  G A L L E R Y

Monday–Saturday 10am-6pm • Sunday 12-4pm
313-887-1774

17112 Kercheval Avenue in the Village 

Getting Ready For Spring Break? 
Find The Largest Selection of Scout Bags Here!

And Don’t Forget That Easter Is Coming March 31st!

Shop our website www.shopsmallfavors.com

Everything from the best selection of 
Jelly Cat to the perfect hostess gifts, and 

everything to fill your Easter baskets.

It’s time to update 
your Head Shot!

Ahmed and Mary Ann Ismail
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Early Childhood - 8th Grade 
Tuition Assistance Available 
Sign Up For Our Tour Today 
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pointe feature

Molly welcomes your hi-res Pointe Pets pictures at 
Lauren@grossepointemagazine.com.

Belle & Rae

In Memory 
of Lexi

“Lexi was the light of our 
lives.  She was 11 years, 
6 months old when she 
passed away in my arms 
on January 2, 2024 at 
home. She was a beautiful 
purebred Maine Coon. I 
had Lexi when I met my 
new boyfriend online. I 
soon realized that he was 
allergic to cats and had 
no experience with them. 
Instead of moving on, Paul 
started getting allergy 
shots and he adopted Lexi. 
She is loved and missed 
so much. RIP Baby Girl.” 
Peggy McQuillan

pets

Belle, 5, and Rae, 3, are German 
Shorthaired Pointers who live in 
Grosse Pointe Woods and love to 
point(e) birds!

Coqui
Coqui, a Yorkshire Terrier, is 20 
months old and loves people and 
walking on Lake Shore Drive.

MeowMeow
MeowMeow just moved to Grosse 
Pointe Woods with his human 
parents!

Max
Max, a 9-year-old cattle dog mix from 
Grosse Pointe Woods, loves herding 
his people and will do anything for a 
tasty snack. Max says, “Go Blue!”
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pointe veterinarian

International 
pet travel

W e love our pets and want to 
take them everywhere we go, 
and sometimes that includes 

foreign countries. Unfortunately, this is 
not always as easy as you may think. Every 
country has their own specific rules and 
requirements regarding 
importing an animal 
(bringing a pet into that 
country). 

Pet travel to a foreign 
country can be complex 
and time-consuming, 
and requires an 
international health 
certificate and other 
documentation. A veterinarian has to be 
USDA Accredited to be able to issue an 
International Health Certificate. 

Before you start the process, you will need 
some basic information: the destination 
country (address of where you will be going), 
the date and location of departure from the 
United States, and whether the pet will be 
traveling alone, as cargo or with a person in 
the cabin of the plane. Next, you should visit 
the USDA Pet Travel website. This will give 
you an outline of requirements for individual 
countries. Once you have compiled this 
information, contact your veterinarian.

 Working with your pet’s veterinarian, 
the next step is to determine the destination 
country’s requirements, including any 
necessary vaccinations, blood tests or 
treatments (like having a microchip 
implanted or preventative medications). We 
recommend creating a schedule to make 
sure all requirements are met within the 
specified timeframe, which can sometimes 
be multiple months. Along with the 
requirements, there are fees associated with 
the International Health Certificate, and 
again this is dependent on the destination 
country and paperwork and/or testing 
required. 

Traveling internationally with your pet 
may be challenging, but it is also rewarding 
to have your fury friend with you. 

Dr. Jennifer Khalifah graduated from 
Michigan State University in 1997. She joined 
Harper Woods Veterinary Hospital in 2016.

Dr. Jennifer Khalifah

Harper Woods Veterinary Hospital

20102 Harper Avenue, Harper Woods, MI 48225
www.HarperWoodsVet.com 

(313) 881-8061

Caring people,
Caring for pets
Caring people,
Caring for pets

Located on Harper ave. between aLLard and vernier

Offering the very best in pet care, including advanced laser surgery, 
digital radiography, ultrasonography, low intensity laser therapeutic treatments.

••  DDrr..  DDaavviidd  BBaallaajj  ••  DDrr..  JJeennnniiffeerr  KKhhaalliiffaahh
••  DDrr..  NNaannccyy  PPiillllssbbuurryy  ••  DDrr..  SStteepphhaanniiee  DDeexxtteerr
••  DDrr..  JJaaccqquueelliinnee  BBrrooookkss  ••  DDrr..  RRaaee  QQuuiimmbbyy

 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

TERMS AVAILABLE 
 Send inquiries to kim@towar.com 

with your contact information and preferred time to call.

 the little Blue Book and Towar Productions 
are FOR SALE !

PRODUCTIONS

The publisher is retiring 
after 30 years.

Perfect for an individual or 
combine with a current  

marketing company. 
For 75 years,  

the little Blue Book has 
been the community  

resource for local  
information and  

business contacts.

FOR SALE
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SCHOOL POINTES
Good news from the Grosse Pointe Public School System

During the month of February, we join the nation in celebrating the achievements and contributions that

career and technical education (CTE) programs provide in preparing students for high-skill, high-wage,

and in-demand careers. Through Career & Technical Education programs (formerly known as Vocational

Education), all Grosse Pointe students have the opportunity to acquire skills that prepare them for

successful career entry and/or continuing education. These skills are transferable as well as job-specific

and basic to students’ general education, providing them with the foundation for life-long learning. The

mission of Grosse Pointe Schools Career and Technical Education Program is to empower all students to

be successful citizens, employees, life-long learners and leaders in a global economy.

The primary objectives for Grosse Pointe Schools Career and Technical Education (CTE) Programs are:

To give students the specific skills needed for job-entry positions and broad transferable skills,

allowing students further employment/education flexibility.

To create an awareness of the structure and future trends within high-demand, high-skill, and high-

wage industries to increase each student’s options for career choices as well as providing a

foundation for post-secondary education.

To provide both school and work-based learning experiences. 

To bridge the gap between education and the world of work.

CTE programs must include classroom and laboratory experiences, work-based experiences, and

competency-based instruction aligned with state level program standards.

Career Technical Education (CTE) in Grosse Pointe Public Schools provides students of all ages with the

academic and technical skills, knowledge and training necessary to succeed in future careers and to

become lifelong learners. CTE programs offer students a sequence of courses that provide rigorous

content aligned with challenging academic standards as well as relevant technical knowledge and skills

needed to prepare students for both further education and careers in current or emerging professions.

These programs often include an industry-recognized credential, a certificate, and articulated college

credit.

Grosse Pointe Schools have a vivacious commitment to all our academic programs and our CTE program

is no exception. Grosse Pointe high schools proudly offer tremendous opportunities for college and

career bound students and we are continually expanding all programs to meet the demand of our local

and global economy. CTE class offerings are at the forefront of the diverse course offerings only available

to Grosse Pointe students.

Go GPPSS,

Andrea Tuttle

SAVE THE DATE

Calendar Items:

3/7 International Festival

3/25-29 Spring Break

5/27 Memorial Day, No School

6/3 North Graduation

6/5 South Graduation

6/14 Last Day of School

For times, locations and ticket

information, visit gpschools.org

 and click Calendar. 



School Pointes is a publication of the Grosse Pointe Public School System. To subscribe to a weekly email,
or to submit story ideas or Pointes of Pride, email info@gpschools.org or call 313-432-3003.

Residents 60+ and GPPSS retirees may
obtain a Gold Card for free/reduced  
admission to home games, concerts and
plays by calling 313-432-3003 or
emailing info@gpschools.org. Attending
events is a great way to see your bond
and sinking fund dollars at work.

FOLLOW FOR DAILY NEWS

@GPPSS @GPPSchools

WATCH A MEETINGTHANK YOU
Comcast Channel 20/902

Wow Channel 15

livestream.com/accounts/3685

210

www.gpschools.org - School

Board - Watch the Meeting

8 Career & Technical Ed

(CTE) programs

Business

Administration,

Management and

Operations

Computer and

Information Systems

Security/Information

Assurance

Cooking and Related

Culinary Art  

Digital Multimedia and

Information Resources

Design

Finance and Financial

Management Services

Marketing, Sales and

Service, and

Entrepreneurship

Radio and Television

Broadcasting

Education General

(newly approved as of

Feb 2024)

Since 2015 the CTE

program has generated an

additional  $2,529,748.70 in

funding that is required to

be spent in these programs

POINTES OF PRIDE
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Auto Insurance Reform is here.

Lower your costs.
Not your standards.

15
66
74
57Prices vary based on how you buy. Subject to terms, conditions, and availability.  Allstate 

Fire & Casualty Ins. Co. Allstate Vehicle & Property Ins. Co. & affiliates: Northbrook, IL. 
© 2022 Allstate Insurance Co.

The Waldmeir Agency
313-825-2699
Grosse Pointe
chris.waldmeir@allstate.com

106 Kercheval, GPF            313-881-4722        

EQUITY. ENGAGEMENT. OPPORTUNITY.

grossepointechamber.com

Residential & Commercial
Landscape Design,

Maintenance & Installation

313.881.9241  |  lucialandscaping.com  |

    586.242.1771

 matt@socialhousegroup.com 

www.facebook.com/MatthewBeaverRealtor  

281 N. Main Street 
Plymouth, MI 48170

SOCIALHOUSE
R E A L  E S TAT E  G R O U P

Matthew Beaver 
REALTOR®
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Professionals

LISA REICHERT ADAMS 
Real Estate Sale Associate 

C: 313-570-333710: 313-886-1000 
lisareichertadams@realestateone.com 
LisaReichert@comcast.net 
1 Kercheval Ave. 
Grosse Pointe Farms, Ml 48236 

Mack Alger Firestone
22025 Greater Mack Ave. • Saint Clair Shores

586-771-7050 • Mackalgertire.com

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN 6 MONTHS
See store for details.

COMPLETE AUTO CARE
Diagnostic Testing • Certified Mechanics

Mack Alger Firestone
22025 Greater Mack Ave.

St. Clair Shores

012623

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN 6 MONTHS
See store for details.

COMPLETE AUTO CARE
Diagnostic Testing 

Certified Mechanics

586-771-7050
www.Mackalgertire.com

DINO RICCI
EXPERIENCE + TRUST 
Few know the homes in Grosse Pointe 
better than me. Call me today and find 
out what your home is really worth.

313.460.2225  |  dinosells.com

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD IS 
MY NEIGHBORHOOD

Whether you’re interested in buying or selling, 
contact Julie Ahee for your real estate needs.

313-300-9524 | JULIEAHEE.COM

LET’S FIND THE HOME
of your dreams
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AFRICANSAFARIWILDLIFEPARK.COM

267 S. Lightner Rd • Port Clinton, OH
17 miles west from cedar point •  1-800-521-2660

Valid for up to 6 people with coupon. May not be used in 
combination with any other offer. Expires 12/1/2024.

$3.00
Off

General Admission
(Ages 7 years+)

$2.00
Off

Children’s Admission
(3–6 years)

2/24 EZ

Jon B.  
Gandelot                                                                                                                                         

Specializing 
in 

Estate Planning 
and 

Trust Administration

(313) 259-6900, ext. 101
  Cell: (313) 595-6552

JGandelot@
trowbridgehouse.com

Trowbridge Law Firm, P.C.
1380 E. Jefferson Avenue

Detroit, MI 48207
Grosse Pointe office appointments available.

J. Theodore Everingham

Advising Businesses and  
Business People.

E-mail:  
Ted@EveringhamLaw.com

Voice/Text:  
313.822.1111

Fax:  
313.822.1122
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It’s time to think about Kindergarten.

University Liggett School offers more than an education; it’s an 

experience of personal growth, community spirit, and global impact. 

Our students inspire, innovate, and make the world a better place.

Now accepting applications for 2024-25.

Call today to schedule a visit: 313.884.4444  |  uls.org/admissions
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AHEE.COM   |    313 .886.4600

A W A R D - W I N N I N G  A R T I S T R Y

S U P E R I O R  S E L E C T I O N

E X C E P T I O N A L  E X P E R I E N C E


